


2025-2026 Middle School Teachers
General Education
Grades Six, Seven & Eight

Stevie Ader
● Social Studies & 

Science
● sader@bburyes.org

Kim Gasparovic
● Math
● kgasparovic@bburyes.org

Emily Slack
● ELA & Writers Workshop
● eslack@bburyes.org



2025-2026 Middle School Teachers
Special Education and Paras

Grades Six, Seven & Eight

Gabby Hynes
● 7th Grade
● ghynes@bburyes.org

Allison Thurber
●  6th Grade
● Athurber@bburyes.org

Karen Bolmarcich
● 8th Grade Math
● kbolmarcich@bburyes.org

Trinidy Smith
● 8th Grade Science and ELA
● tsmith@bburyes.org



Middle School Grading Policy
● All grades will be scored using a weight-Based system.

○ Assessments
○ Classwork
○ projects/ALEKS for math & IXL for ELA/Labs for Science

● Grades will be entered into OnCourse and can be seen using OnCourse Connect.
● Paper assessments will be kept in school

○  may go home at parental request, but must be returned to be filed.
● Plagiarism/cheating/AI will not be tolerated and will result in a zero score.



Middle School Late Work Policy
● Projects, Labs, and other larger assignments

○ Points will be deducted each day for late work
○  Students have 7 days to turn in Late work
○ No work = zero points

● A zero will be used as a placeholder in the gradebook for assignments that are 
missing/incomplete. 



Middle School Absentee Policy
My child was absent . . . Now what?

● Classwork, Homework, and Projects
○ Number of days absent = number of days to complete missed work
○ Late policy applies thereafter 
○ It is the students responsibility to ask for their missed work 

● Assessments
○ Absent on a test day? Tests will be rescheduled by the student for a make-up time.

● Due-Date Absences
○ Online work should be submitted.
○ All other assignments are due first day back.
○ Long-term assignments are due on their day . . . plan ahead, use class time wisely, and 

don’t wait until the last second to work!



Academic Sessions vs. Homework Hub
Academic Sessions

● Invitation only For students in grades 6-8
● Small group academic support, focusing on 

current topics/skills from class
● Required Monday - Thursday from 3:05 - 4:05 

pm 
● Middle School Core-Content teachers 

running academic sessions  
● May attend clubs

Homework Hub

● students in grades 4-8 may voluntarily sign up
● Monday - Thursday From 3:05 - 4:05 pm 

○ May select specific days of the week
○ Must attend Two or more days per week

● Safe space to get homework finished and study 
for upcoming assessments 

● First come, first served - capped at 15 students
● Held in the all-purpose room 
● May attend clubs



Conferences
● Teacher Conferences

○ Parent/Teacher conferences are scheduled for Nov 3 & Nov. 4 
and can be signed up for on BES website through 
PTCFast.com.

○ Parents can also schedule further meetings throughout the 
year by contacting the middle school team.Please include all 
teachers on the email. 



Google Classroom
● Google Classroom will be used daily as a hub for assignments, activities, and documents.  

● Due dates, rubrics, and spaces to turn in work will all be accessible through Google Classroom.  

● Grades and assignment due dates will still be posted through OnCourse, but specifics for 

projects and assignments will be in Google Classroom.



○ Middle school Behavior management system
○ Tied into financial literacy curriculum
○ Students receive bi-monthly “paychecks” and pay “Bills & 

Taxes” once a month
○ Fines issued for being unprepared, unorganized, off-task 

(minor infractions) incomplete work, disrespect, 
inappropriate use of technology (major infractions)

○ students can earn “Bonuses” for Academic Excellence & 
Acts of Kindness

○ Need to budget their money to be able to purchase “rewards”

Middle School: Bloom 
Bank



Middle School Math
● Big Ideas Math Program for grades 6-8

○ Textbook & online access 
● ALEKS supplemental adaptive technology that integrates the big ideas math program

○ Corresponding ALEKS topics are due at the end of each chapter
○ Students will have to work on ALEKS independently, too 

● Guided math format with differentiated groups and instruction
● Classwork assigned daily; incomplete classwork becomes homework

○ Classwork may be turned in up until the chapter test 
○ Classwork may be corrected to earn back points up until the chapter test

● Classwork, ALEKS, and assessments compose final math grade
● Weekly Spiral Review due on Fridays (or last day of the week) to be graded for accuracy



Artificial Intelligence
● AI is the way of the future; adapting and adjusting to accept the presence of AI

○ Focusing on teaching students how to use AI effectively and productively
● Parents

○ Use AI tools to help your child with homework
○ Monitor child’s use of AI to ensure they are using it effectively

● Students
○ Tool to check their answers
○ If stuck on a problem, use AI to help walk you through the problem
○ Cannot copy! It won’t help for assessments and it will clearly show inappropriate use of AI if 

test/quiz grades don’t align with classwork grades
■ Copying AI in ELA is plagiarism. It will result in a zero on the assignment.
■ Writing assignments are kept in the classroom for this reason.



Financial Literacy
● Application-based classes 

○ Grades will be given based on completion of tasks / projects
● Financial literacy will be once a week

○ 8th: Thursdays; 6th & 7th: Fridays
○ Introduction to financial decision making 
○ Earning, saving & Investing, Spending, and Borrowing
○ Parent Interviews each chapter - financial literacy 

conversations at home are encouraged! 



Middle School English 
Middle school english will emphasize the importance of close reading, synthesizing ideas within and across 

texts, determining the meaning of words and phrases in context, and writing effectively when using and/or 

analyzing sources.

HMH - Commonlit - class novels (on next slide) - IXL
Google Classroom will be used as a daily hub for assignments, activities, and documents.  Due dates, 

reminders, rubrics, and spaces to turn in work will all be accessible through Google Classroom. 

Grades and official notes/communication will be posted through OnCourse, as well. 



Class Novels (subject to change)

7th
Refugee (Alan Gratz) - Historical Fiction

A Wrinkle in time (Madeleine L’Engle) - Young Adult Fiction
Night (Elie Wiesel) - Memoir 

6th
I Am Malala (Malala Yousafzai) - Memoir 

Wonder (R.J. Palacio) - Young Adult fiction
Ground Zero (Alan Gratz) - Historical Fiction  

8th
The Outsiders (Hinton) - Realistic Young Adult Fiction
A Christmas Carol (Charles Dickens) - Classic Literature
A Monster Calls (Patrick Ness) - Young Adult Fantasy 



Writing
Four Major Categories (based on NJ State Standards):

Literary Analysis - our main writing focus: formally constructing claim-based writing, supporting 
arguments with evidence, and synthesizing information to connect with the outside world.   

Narrative - developing prose, both fiction and non-fiction across subject areas/curriculum: workshopped, 
differentiated writing time to produce a variety of stories. 

Informational (Expository) - writing and speaking to inform and show relationships.  Expository writing is 
thesis driven and covers subject matter from across the curriculum.

Argumentative - formal rhetoric promoting and supporting a position: this is an extension of ELA and 
Literary Analysis, as students will formally support positions based on topics derived from subject-area classes.



Science
● Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (TCI) Program

○ Textbook & online materials
○ Class will include hands - on labs, Projects, and Research  

● Lab Safety Contract is required to be signed by both parents and students to be able to participate 
in labs. 

● Homework will be assigned as left over classwork, as well as IXL assignments per week. 
○ All students will have the time to complete assignments in class if working efficiently. 

● Study Guides will be given at least two weeks prior to a test. It is expected that the students will 
fill it out and get checked during this time. Study guides will Not be checked starting the day 
before the test. 

Middle School



Social Studies
Middle School

● Teachers’ Curriculum Institute (TCI) Program
○ 6th Grade - ANcient World 
○ 7th Grade - Medieval Times
○ 8th Grade - Civics (MP 1 and 2) and US History (MP 3 and 4)

● Geography Fridays: New this Year
○ Students will be given an assignment on Friday. If not completed in class, it will be 

due by the next friday. After that, it will be a zero.
● Homework is the same as science, It should be able to be completed in class. If not, it will 

become homework!



Questions???



P3 Campus  



Provides around the clock 
monitoring.

What is P3Tips?

Anonymous tip reporting 
solution designed 
specifically for the 
educational community.

Allows the response team 
to coordinate and 
maximize investigations

Is provided free from 
Hunterdon County Safe 
Schools program, 
coordinated by the 
Prosecutor’s Office



How it Works

Step 1

Students or parents 
access the app, 
select BES and 
make a report.

Step 2

Reports are routed 
to Dr. Marycz and 
Trooper Lombardi.  
If after hours, tips 

are also routed to a 
command center.

Step 3
Dr. Marycz, the 

response team and 
law enforcement 

investigate reports 
and collaborate to 
plan interventions 

using P3.



How P3 is Accessed
Link on our website - will 
replace the Virtual 
Backpack

www.p3campus.com

P3Tips for Android P3Tips for iPhone



How it Looks on iPhone and Android



What’s Next

● Parents can download the app on their personal devices.
● Students participate in a discussion in school about P3 Tips lead by 

Trooper Lombardi
● Students in 4th through 8th grade will have the app installed on their 

school Chromebooks. 
● Parents are encouraged to speak with their children about P3 Tips 

and assist them in installing it on their personal mobile devices.


