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Text Types and Purposes 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.1 Write opinion pieces in which they introduce the topic or book they are writing about, state an 
opinion, supply reasons that support the opinion, use linking words (e.g.,because, and, also) to connect opinion and 

reasons, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.2 Write informative/explanatory texts in which they introduce a topic, use facts and definitions to 

develop points, and provide a concluding statement or section. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.3 Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 

include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense 

of closure. 

Production and Distribution of Writing 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.5 With guidance and support from adults and peers, focus on a topic and strengthen writing as 

needed by revising and editing. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.6 With guidance and support from adults, use a variety of digital tools to produce and publish 

writing, including in collaboration with peers. 

Research to Build and Present Knowledge 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.7 Participate in shared research and writing projects (e.g., read a number of books on a single 

topic to produce a report; record science observations). 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.2.8 Recall information from experiences or gather information from provided sources to answer a 

question. 

English Language Arts Writing Exemplars » Grade 2 

The following are writing samples that illustrate the criteria required to meet the Common Core State 
Standards for particular types of writing—argument/”opinion”, informative/explanatory text, and narrative—
in Grade 2.  Each sample demonstrates the level of quality required to meet the Writing standards for that 
grade.  
 

The range of accomplishment reflects differences in individual development as well as in the conditions 
under which the student writers were expected to work.  Some of the samples were written in class or as 
homework; others were written for on-demand assessments; still others were the result of sustained 
research projects.  Each sample includes information about the circumstances under which it was 
produced.  The students attended school in a number of states and districts across the country. 
 

 
*Adapted from the Common Core State Standards Appendix C. 
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