
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – October 9, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved November 26, 2012 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Karyn Frey called the meeting to order at 7:08 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent      
President, Karyn Frey      
Vice-President, Marianne Treanor 
Marnie Carrick    
Rebecca Petri 
Kiersten Robbins 
   
Others Present 
Albert Purdy, Interim Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
Paul Barger, Board Attorney 
 
Flag Salute  

 
II. PRESENTATION 

Anthony Ardito of Ardito & Co. presented the 2011-12 audit to the Board.  He reviewed 
the District’s revenue sources, how that money was spent throughout the 2011-12 school 
year and referred to both spending and revenue patterns over the past five years.  He 
reported that there were no audit recommendations. 

 
III. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 7:19 pm to 
discuss Legal & Personnel issues.   

It was announced that Phillipsburg Superintendent George Chando, Phillipsburg Board of 
Education President Kevin DeGerolamo and the Phillipsburg Board of Education Attorney 
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Lester Taylor would be joining the Bloomsbury Board of Education in the Executive 
Session. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

IV. RECONVENE 
Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, that the Board of Education returns 
to regular session at 8:25 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 
Paul Barger thanked the representatives from the Phillipsburg School District for coming this 
evening.  Mr. Barger said that the Bloomsbury Board of Education had decided to table the 
motion on this evening’s agenda to file a petition to sever the send/receive relationship with 
the Phillipsburg Board of Education.  The Board did this to explore the possibility of 
establishing a send/receive relationship with both the Phillipsburg Board of Education and the 
Delaware Valley Regional High School.  In addition, the Board would be mailing out a 
community survey to each individual registered voter in Bloomsbury.  The survey would be of 
an advisory nature with the results being non-binding.   
 
V.    COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board has received correspondence via email from the following people: 
Bob Gliniecki   Erik Brynildsen 
Claudia Weiss   Vicky Papics 
Joan Parker   Tom & Grace Buchinski 
Mike Papics   Kenneth Robbins 
Robert Furnari   Michele Sharr-McMahon 
Eva Baronowski  Heather Stenger 
Henry Murray IV  Diane Crisman-Race 
Jeffrey Dvorin   Mike & Brandi Booth 
Beth & David Roles  Kimberlee Kossup 
Carol Venditti   Cindy Miller 
Nicole Walen   Matt Hall 
Karen Murray   Edmund Evanowski 
Michelle Evanowski  Jeffery Dvorin 
Ed Tuxhorn   Rich Petri 
Susan French-Gonzalez 
 

The Board has received written correspondence from the following people: 
Derek & Shiela Quinn  Laurence Gebert 
Sandra Schuler  George Tuxhorn 
Betty Tuxhorn   Mark Carrick 
Claudia Weiss   Erik Brynildsen 
Cynthia Peck   Michelle Evanowski 
Edmund Evanowski  Jonathan Evanowski 
Lisa & David Thomas  Jessica McNulty 
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The Board is also in receipt of written correspondence from Jeff Scott, Interim County 
Superintendent (Hunterdon) and from George Chando, Superintendent of Schools, 
Phillipsburg School District. 

 
Karyn Frey thanked everyone for their input.   
 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
 

A quorum of the Bloomsbury Elementary School Board of Education met with the Delaware 
Valley Regional High School Board of Education on Monday, 17 September 2012 at 7 p.m. 
This meeting was not publicly advertised by the Bloomsbury Board of Education and was a 
violation of the Open Public Meetings Law.  I’m asking the members in attendance to 
provide minutes for the meeting, which will be made public after being approved by the 
Board. 

 
VI. PTO REPORT 

None 
 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Policy  

Karyn Frey led the discussion as the Board reviewed the following policies: 
3571.4   Audit  
3600 Evaluation of Business & Non-instructional Operations 
4111 & 4211 Certified & Non-certified Personnel: Recruitment, 

Selection and Hiring   
4111.1 & 4211.1 Certified & Non-certified Personnel:  

Nondiscrimination/Affirmative Action 
4112.2 Certified & Non-certified Personnel:  Certification 
4112.4 & 4212.4 Certified & Non-certified Personnel:  Employee Health 
4112.6 & 4212.6 Certified & Non-certified Personnel:  Personnel Records 
4112.8 & 4212.8 Certified & Non-certified Personnel:  Nepotism 

 
Marianne Treanor commented that, in the past, the Board had received communication from 
any teacher who wanted to propose a club concept.  She asked if this would continue.  The 
practice would remain in place. 
 
VIII. CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mr. Purdy reviewed the Violence & Vandalism report for the 2011-12 school year and 
was please to report that the school experienced very few occurrences.   
 
Mr. Purdy said that the school recognized the “Week of Respect” last week.   
 
Mr. Purdy told the Board that there were no HIB investigations in September and that 
there was one on-going investigation in October. 
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Mr. Purdy referred to the 2012-13 Nursing Services Plan as well as the Memorandum 
of Agreement on this evening’s agenda for approval. 
 
Mr. Purdy said that the September 28th and October 8th in-service days were primarily 
used to review the Danielson teacher evaluation model and curriculum. 
 
Mr. Purdy said that the school would be going through QSAC this year with the 
review scheduled for December. 

 
IX.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Ed Evanowski read a petition containing 118 signatures asking the Board to provide a high 
school choice for Bloomsbury’s students.  He submitted the petition to the Board. 
 
Colleen Kerfoot said that she was in support of the Board looking at DVRHS to gather 
more information and believes the Board should move forward. 
 
Sara Dickinson stated that, while Phillipsburg no longer has the Abbott designation, it is 
now considered a “SDA District”.  She thinks Bloomsbury should send its kids to a 
Hunterdon County high school as the taxpayers pay Hunterdon County taxes.  She asked 
Karyn Frey why she did not attend the DVRHS joint meeting with the Bloomsbury BOE or 
DVRHS Back to School Night.  She asked how come the Board was not invited to the PHS 
Back to School Night. 
 
Karyn Frey said she had previous commitments on the nights in question and that the PHS 
administration did not believe the Back to School Night was a proper venue to discuss this 
topic. 
 
Rosemarie Mirabella said that this issue is dividing the community.  She stated that she 
could live with each parent having a choice as to which high school to send their children 
as it would make the situation less divisive.   
 
Megan Henry said that not everyone who wrote a letter to the Board was listed under the 
correspondence section of the agenda.  Karyn Frey said that there was a cut off as the 
agenda was issued on the previous Thursday.  Ms. Henry said that she liked the idea of 
having a choice of high schools. 
 
Vicki Papics asked if the Board had been in contact with the local tax assessor about the 
influence a switch could have on house values or if they have discussed K-8 tuition to 
attend other schools.  The Board had not done either.  Ms. Papics asked if the PHS Board 
of Education seat that is Bloomsbury’s turn to fill is being held.  It was and a Bloomsbury 
representative would fill the seat in January.  She asked that the town be allowed to vote on 
whether or not to switch high schools and said that the question could be included with the 
November 2103 ballot thus saving the district money. 
 
Mary Lee said that she was glad the motion to file the petition with the State was tabled but 
wondered when definitive action would be taken.  She stated that the community wanted to 
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vote so that each individual could make a private choice and be heard.  She does not 
believe a survey is the best choice as there is the potential for a low completion percentage 
and would prefer that there be a question on the November 2013 ballot.  She said if PHS 
fights the petition, the school’s legal costs would soar and, since Hunterdon Central High 
School is a choice district, anyone can choose to send their children there.  She said that 
Bloomsbury students do well at PHS.   
 
Bob Gliniecki thanked the Board for tabling the motion to file the petition and believed that 
a community survey was a good idea.  While he thought that a choice of two high schools 
is an interesting idea, he was skeptical of duplicating costs.  He said that the feasibility 
study was done by experts and asked that the Board take that into account and consider the 
facts laid forth in the study which showed that PHS and DVRHS were comparable.  Mr. 
Gliniecki asked that if the Board felt that DVRHS held a clear advantage over PHS that 
they demonstrate this fact. 
 
Nicole Walen said that she had a petition signed by the current 8th grade class in which 16 
of 17 students wanted to go to PHS.  She stated that the 8th graders were anxious as they 
did not know where they are going.  The Board must make a decision. 
 
Karen Gliniecki said that the issue of where Bloomsbury students should attend high school 
was an issue when she was a student at PHS.  She asked that the Board present specific, 
unbiased facts to support their stance rather than biased opinions.  The Board is supposed 
to represent all of the district’s children, not just the ones currently in the elementary school 
but those in the high school as well.  She believes that PHS is the best choice.  If the switch 
is made to DVRHS she said that it is essential that the Board have a transition plan in place. 
 
Karen Murray presented the Board with two petitions.  One petition contains the signatures 
of 259 of the 512 registered voters in Bloomsbury asking the Board allow the citizens voice 
their concerns in the form of a via public referendum.  The second petition, containing the 
same number of signatures, states that those who have signed believe that Bloomsbury’s 
high school students should continue to attend Phillipsburg High School.  Ms. Murray 
stated that these petitions proved that the Board did not have majority backing from the 
community to sever the send/receive relationship with PHS to establish a new relationship 
with DVRHS.  She said that Hunterdon Central High School was a choice school and 
Bloomsbury parent’s had the choice to send their students there if they wanted.   
 
Eva Baranowski said that PHS provides social diversity which is a very important part of 
the high school experience.  DVRHS does not have this.  She also stated that PHS has a 
longer instructional day than DVRHS. 
 
Shiela Quinn said that her kids did well at PHS and thanked the Board for actually 
commissioning a feasibility study as it is the first time one has been done.  She likes the 
idea of having two high schools to choose from but believes that it could get expensive.  
She stated that in 2010-11, only 64% of PHS students sat for the SATs, a number far below 
that of DVRHS. 
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Scott Parker said that the Board needs to consider the entire educational package rather 
than focus on a few areas.  He said he didn’t believe the current 8th graders would have any 
chance of attending DVRHS as there is not enough time to make a switch.  He said that the 
current Bloomsbury students attending PHS are being negatively affected by this situation 
and that a course of action must be decided.  He approves of families being able to choose 
between two high schools if that can be an option.  He thinks a survey would be a good 
way to get an unbiased majority opinion.   
 
Marianne Treanor clarified that a “choice” district is different than potentially establishing 
a send/receive relationship with PHS and DVRHS thus giving parents a choice of high 
school. 
 
Colleen Boyle asked if any other district in the state had two send/receive agreements and 
asked if it was a realistic thing to do.  Paul Barger said that Saddle River had a similar 
situation but was not sure of the options available.  Ms. Boyle said that switching schools 
could affect Bloomsbury’s identity.   
 
Kathy Foulk asked how the Board was going to ensure that everyone got a survey.  Karyn 
Frey said that they would be mailed to all registered voters in town. 
 
Eve Hart said that, while she has a freshman that is doing well at PHS, she recognizes that 
each child has different needs.  She likes the option of having two high schools to choose 
from.   
 
Basil Homa said that he has been a Bloomsbury resident for 40 years and that it is the 
responsibility of the parent to take care of their own child.  He stated that if Bloomsbury’s 
choice student population is negatively affected as a result of switching high schools, 
which would lead to a subsequent cut in state aid, he is concerned with the long term 
viability of the Bloomsbury School itself.  He does not like the idea of two separate 
send/receive agreements as he thinks it would hurt the school and the town’s identity.   
 
Jen Petrillo said that there has always been a faction in town that does not want to send 
their children to PHS.  She thanked the BOE for getting this far in their effort to explore 
another high school opportunity and stated that she does not want a public vote as the 
Board is capable of making the decision on its own.  Ms. Petrillo said that each student is 
different and she would prefer her children attend DVRHS.  She specified that, as PHS 
feels the need to have a day care facility on campus, she would prefer her children go 
elsewhere.   
 
Diane Crisman-Race and her daughter both attended PHS and asked how many of those in 
the crowd in favor of DVRHS have actually experienced PHS first hand.  She said that the 
feasibility study concluded that there was no clear choice.  As the Board has had an 
opportunity to visit both high schools, she would like to hear their impressions of how they 
differed.  The Board has yet to explain this and she asked that they provide specific, fact 
supported reasons for wanting to leave. 
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Erik Brynildsen stated that, while he leans towards DVRHS, he has not been convinced 
either way which is the best option.  He does not want the Bloomsbury School to close and 
asked if this possibility is supported in any way or just speculation.  He is very fond of the 
town of Bloomsbury and does not believe a switch would affect the sustainability of the 
elementary school.  He believes that the Board should move forward with filing the 
petition. 
 
Sue Galuppo said that she had three children that have gone through or are going through 
PHS.   She stated that unwanted pregnancies are everywhere and that there are too many 
unsubstantiated, ignorant stereotypes associated with PHS floating around town.   
 
Peggy Shelton said that she is favor of switching to DVRHS as she wants what is best for 
her children.  She believes that Bloomsbury needs to be tied to a Hunterdon County High 
School and wants the Board to move on with filing the petition and stop tabling the motion. 
 
Mike Galuppo said that he is a former Board of Education member who has spoken to 
Bloomsbury teachers and the Bloomsbury Education Association President to get their 
input.  He reported that they preferred not to get involved.  He believes that the Board 
should speak to the parents of the school’s choice students to get their input as the teacher’s 
have heard some parents say that they would remove their students from Bloomsbury 
should the Board opt to switch high schools.  A reduction of choice population could be a 
problem for the district going forward. 
 
Marnie Carrick said that the Board has reached out to the choice student’s parents to gather 
their input.  As of this meeting, the Board was able to speak to 13 of 25 choice families of 
which 8 said they would stay in Bloomsbury if a switch to DVRHS was made, 4 would 
leave if the switch was made and one was undecided.  The Board is still waiting to hear 
from the remaining families. 
 
Tom O’Malley believes the survey is a good idea and that a solution to the current issue 
would be arrived at more quickly if everyone worked together. 
 
Bert Furnari said that some of the town’s parents gathered on their own to exchange 
information and perspectives on the proposed high school switch.  He would like to bring 
the results of this meeting to the Board’s attention in the future.  He stated that it is the 
Board’s responsibility to make a convincing argument, supported by facts, that switching 
from PHS to DVRHS is the best thing to do.   

 
X. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   
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Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, to table the following 
resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FILING OF PETITION TO SEVER SEND/RECEIVE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE 
PHILLIPSBURG BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Board of Education, (hereinafter “Board”) with administrative offices located 
at 20 Main Street, Bloomsbury, New Jersey 08804,  provides public school educational services to school-aged 
children from Kindergarten through and including eighth (8th) grade; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Board operates one (1) school, the Bloomsbury Elementary School; and    
 

WHEREAS, the Board sends its high school-aged students to Phillipsburg High School in accordance with a 
send/receive agreement between with the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Board commissioned a study by the Southern Regional Institute & Educational Technology 
Training Center (hereinafter, “SRI & ETTC”) to determine the feasibility of severing the relationship between the 
Board and the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and   
 

WHEREAS, representatives from SRI&ETTC presented the feasibility study to the public at the Board’s 
regularly-scheduled meeting on June 25, 2012; and    
 

WHEREAS, the Board did not take any formal action regarding its send/receive relationship with the 
Phillipsburg Board of Education at its June 25, 2012 meeting; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board contacted the Delaware Valley Regional High School District Board of Education 
about the possibility of the Board entering into a send/receive relationship to send District students to the Delaware 
Valley Regional High School; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Delaware Valley Regional School District Board of Education expressed interest in 
accepting high-school aged Bloomsbury students on a tuition basis pursuant to a send-receive agreement; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Board, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:38-13, must petition the Commissioner of 
Education in order to sever its send/receive relationship with the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board allowed for public comment on the matter at its regularly-scheduled public meeting 
on September 11, 2012; and 
   

NOW THEREFORE, the Board hereby resolves to authorize legal counsel, Kalac & Barger, to file a petition 
to sever the Board’s send/receive relationship with the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, FURTHER authorizes the Superintendent, the Business Administrator/Board 
Secretary and legal counsel to commence negotiations with the Delaware Valley Regional School District Board of 
Education to develop a Memorandum of Understanding regarding a send/receive relationship between the Districts. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
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A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Kiersten Robbins, seconded by Karyn Frey, to approve the following board 
affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.11; 
  

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voting in the affirmative with Karyn 
Frey voting in the negative for motions 1.3 and 1.4.   

 
1.1 To approve the minutes of the September 11, 2012 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the minutes of the September 17, 2012 special meeting with the Delaware 

Valley Regional High School District Board of Education. 
1.3 To approve the minutes of the September 24, 2012 work session. 
1.4 To approve the minutes of the September 24, 2012 executive session. 
1.5 To approve the application for “Individuals with Disabilities Education Act” (IDEA) fiscal 

year 2013 grant funds in the following amounts: 
Basic  $43,371 
Preschool $     820 

1.6 To approve the 2012-13 Nursing Services Plan. 
1.7 To approve the Uniform State Memorandum of Agreement between the Bloomsbury Board of 

Education and Law Enforcement. 
1.8 To approve the first reading of policy 5141.22 Food Allergies. 
1.9 To approve the first reading of policy 6145 Extracurricular Activities. 
1.10 To approve the Comprehensive Maintenance Plan (CMP). 
1.11 To approve the Annual Maintenance Budget Amount Worksheet (M-1). 
 
After discussion, the Board decided to revise the September 24th regular and executive session 
minutes.  These minutes were approved with the specified revisions.   
 
B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick, seconded by Kiersten Robbins, to approve the following 
business affairs agenda item 2.1 through 2.6; 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 

2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 
monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of August 
2012 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education 
certifies that as of August 31, 2012, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no 
major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that 
sufficient funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the 
fiscal year. 

2.2 To approve the October 9, 2012 current expense bill list for check numbers 13318 to 13357 
totaling $280,337.15. 

2.3 To enter into a joint transportation agreement with the Greenwich Township School District for 
the 2012-13 school year at a total annual cost to Greenwich of $364.87 with terms as 
presented. 
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2.4 To accept the Comprehensive Annual Financial Report (CAFR) and Auditor’s    
      Management Report on Administrative Findings for the Year Ending June 30,  
      2012 and order that a copy be filed in the business office and with the New  
      Jersey Department of Education. 
2.5 To acknowledge that there were no audit recommendations under the following  
         headings and to approve the corrective action plan. 

 
Audit for Year Ending June 30, 2012 

   Schedule of findings of Non-Compliance   None 
Summary of Recommendations 

1.  Administrative Practices and Procedures    None 
  2.  Financial Accounting and Reporting    None 
  3.  School Purchasing Programs     None 
  4.  School Food Service      None 
  5.  Student Body Activities      None 
  6.  Applications for State School Aid     None 
  7.  Pupil Transportation      None 
  8.  Facilities and Capital Assets     None 
  9.  Miscellaneous       None 
  10.  Follow-up on prior year findings     None 

 
2.6 To approve the following resolution: 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CHANGE IN DENTAL CARRIERS 

WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Board of Education currently offers Dental Coverage to its’ employees through Horizon 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey, and; 

WHEREAS, the Health Insurance Broker has received a quote on behalf of the Board of Education from Bollinger 
Insurance Solutions, and; 

WHEREAS, the quoted rates received from Bollinger Insurance Solutions are less expensive than the current Horizon 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey Plan for the period January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013, and; 

WHEREAS, Bollinger Insurance Solutions has guaranteed equal to or better than benefits to the current Horizon Blue 
Cross Blue Shield of New Jersey Plan in a letter dated  September 14, 2012 hereto attached, and; 

WHEREAS, the Health Insurance Broker recommends the change in the Dental Carrier effective January 1, 2013; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF BLOOMSBURY THAT, 
the change in the Dental Carrier to Bollinger Insurance Solutions, Inc., be effective January 1, 2013. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a certified copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Health Insurance Broker 
for execution with insurance carrier. 
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C. Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marianne Treanor, seconded by Rebecca Petri, to approve the following 
personnel affairs agenda item 3.0 through 3.3;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
   

3.0 To approve Maryann Sajor as an in-class support teacher for the 2012-13 school year, 
beginning October 1, 2012, Step 1, BA+15, $46,441 prorated for time worked. 

3.1 To appoint the following stipend positions per the current teacher’s contract: 
   Ski Club Advisor ($250)   Tara Baranowski 
   Ski Club Advisor ($250)  Dana Nitzsche 
3.2 To approve Kathleen Jordan as a secretarial assistant, at an hourly rate of $10, on an as-

needed basis not to exceed eight hours per week. 
3.3 To approve Lisa Marinelli as a substitute teacher for the 2012-13 school year. 

 
Marnie Carrick asked who made the decision as to how to best utilized Mrs. Jordan in 3.2.  Mr. 
Purdy said he approved any hours.   
  
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Rebecca Petri, to approve the following school affairs 
agenda item 4.1 through 4.5;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
4.1 To approve Casandra Nerger, Caitlin Otto, Ashley Tronolone, Jessica Babich, Tatiana Palomo, Steven 

Hynes and Diamond Holloman, students at Raritan Valley Community College, to observe up to a 
maximum of 30 hours within the school. 

4.2 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 
• Steven Weber to the IPM Training/Annual Update on 11/28/12 in Bridgewater, NJ.  Cost 

is mileage expense of $7.75 (25 miles @ $.31/mile) 
• Graziella Woodruff to “The Role of the Educator: Strengthening the Identification & 

Reporting of Suspected Child Abuse” workshop on 10/2/12 in Washington, NJ.   
• Graziella Woodruff to the Warren County Speech Language Hearing Association’s 

“Recognizing and Treating Students with Social Cognitive Disorders” seminar on 10/8/12 
in Hackettstown, NJ.  Cost is $75 registration fee and mileage expense of $14.88 (48 miles 
@ $.31/mile). 

• Deb Joye to the Warren County Speech Language Hearing Association’s “Recognizing 
and Treating Students with Social Cognitive Disorders” seminar on 10/8/12 in 
Hackettstown, NJ.  Cost is $75 registration fee and mileage expense of $14.88 (48 miles @ 
$.31/mile). 
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4.3 To approve the following field trips: 
• PreK, K, 1st grade to the Pumpkin Patch on 10/26/12 in Asbury, NJ.   
• 4th grade G&T to the Mind-Nastics competition on 10/25/12 in Hackettstown, NJ. 
• PreK, K, 1st & 2nd grade to the Bloomsbury Firehouse on 10/12/12 in Bloomsbury, 

NJ. 
• PreK, K, 1st & 2nd grade to Theatre Works USA – If You Give a Mouse a Cookie 

on 5/20/13 in Morristown, NJ.  
4.4 To approve Michelle McGeary, a student at Centenary College, to observe and student teach in 

the fourth grade from 1/21/13 through 5/18/13 during the 2012-13 school year. 
4.5 To approve the following building use requests: 

i. Work Family Connection on 10/26/12 from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the all-
purpose for Family Night. 

 
XI. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Marianne Treanor said that the Board had discussed its visit to the DVRHS at the 
September 24th workshop and that those minutes would be on the Bloomsbury School’s 
website tomorrow.   
 
The Board gave its impressions of its tour of PHS.  While there, the Board discussed the AP 
offerings, the percentage of students who took the AP tests, 8th grade placements at PHS 
and the support provided to the students by the guidance office.  To a person, the Board felt 
that Mr. Greg Troxell, the PHS principal, was a nice, passionate and caring administrator.   
 
The Board stated that PHS had approximately one guidance counselor for every 300 
students while DVRHS had one counselor for every 150 students.  The Board also said that 
PHS has eight full time security guards compared to five guidance counselors while 
DVRHS had no security guards relative to six guidance counselors.   
 
Rebecca Petri said that the tour did not change her opinion and, that during the tour, the 
Board did not have the opportunity to meet with the school’s Superintendent, Business 
Administrators and other central staff as they did at DVRHS.   
 
Karyn Frey said that the tour was not designed to include central administration.  She said 
that Mr. Troxell does a great job and has wonderful ideas.  She was impressed with what 
PHS had to offer. 
 
The Board discussed the following steps for moving forward: 

1. Table the motion to file the petition done earlier as part of this evening’s 
agenda. 

2. Explore the possibility of establishing a send/receive relationship with both 
PHS and DVRHS so that the parents of each student could choose where their 
children would go. 

3. The Board would mail out a community survey to garner input from the town 
as to the best way to proceed.  Recipients would be given two weeks to 
respond. 
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4. Make a decision on how to move forward. 
 

The Board said that they are aware of how the 8th grade students are feeling and agree that a 
decision on how to go forward is needed.  The next Board meeting is scheduled for 
November 13th at which time the Board hopes to have the results of the survey. 
 
Karyn Frey announced that she would be resigning at the conclusion of this evening’s 
meeting.  She thanked those that she has served with over her tenure on the Board.  
 
Marianne Treanor thanked Karyn Frey for her years of service. 

 
XII. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bob Gliniecki said that this was a big decision and that there was no need to rush in 
deciding how to move forward.  He stated that the Board still needed more facts before 
making an informed opinion and that the county tax the townspeople pay is irrelevant to the 
discussion.  He claimed that the additional security at PHS was due to the trailers and 
everyone he has spoken to that has gone to PHS is very happy.  He suggested that the Board 
consider taping future meetings so as to protect the Board members. 
 
Rosemarie Mirabella claimed that being accepted into the Hunterdon Central School 
District as a choice student is very difficult.  As a result she does not believe it is a realistic 
option for Bloomsbury students. 
 
Karen Murray said that she earlier presented the Board with a petition with the signatures of 
more than half of Bloomsbury’s registered voters requesting that switching high schools be 
put to a vote.  Ms. Murray said that the petition was a legal document that exceeded the 
legally required number of signatures necessary to mandate a vote.  Mr. Barger said that he 
would have to review the petition before commenting.  Ms. Murray asked the Board if, once 
the survey was done, would the motion to file the petition be on the November agenda.  She 
said that the town wants to vote and suggested a question be included on the November 
2013 ballot.  By doing this, the cost to the district would be cheaper and circumstances 
could change making a better option more clear.   
 
Mary Lee said that she had reviewed the statistics showing which colleges PHS graduates 
had attended over the years.  She said that the community survey was not enough and 
wanted the Board to allow a vote.  She believes that there is not enough good information 
available yet to enable a valid survey result.  If the Board would allow a vote, Ms. Lee said 
that the community would accept the results. 
 
Diane Crisman-Race stated that she was bothered that Karyn Frey resigned as both sides of 
the high school issue would no longer be represented on the Board.  She asked how the seat 
would be filled and Ms. Frey said that the community would be allowed to apply to serve 
out the remainder of her term.  She asked those that were interested to submit a letter of 
interest to the Board office. 
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Eve Hart said she was on the fence as to which school would represent a better option for 
Bloomsbury students.  She was concerned that a public vote would not necessarily represent 
and unbiased result. 
 
Karen Gliniecki thanked Karyn Frey for her service to the Board.  She asked questions 
pertaining to the community survey which the Board answered.  She clarified that PHS does 
not utilize a “block” scheduling system.   

 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:57 
p.m. on a motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Kiersten Robbins. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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