
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – June 26, 2012 at 6:00 p.m. 

Approved July 10, 2012 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Karyn Frey called the meeting to order at 6:01 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent      
President, Karyn Frey    
Vice-President, Marianne Treanor  
Marnie Carrick  
Rebecca Petri 
Kiersten Robbins  
   
Others Present 
Mike Slattery, Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
Paul Barger, Board Attorney 
 
Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance  

   
II. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

The Board received a thank you card from Alexandra Elling in appreciation of being 
awarded the Dale Briggs Scholarship.   

 
III. PTO REPORT 

None 
 

IV.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 
C.  Personnel 

Rebecca Petri said that the committee had met with Linda Eich to discuss her contract.  
The committee is recommending a 2% salary increase.   
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D. Public Relations 
Marianne Treanor thanked Marnie Carrick and Rebecca Petri for helping to tabulate the 
responses from the twenty-one community surveys the Board had received.  Ms. 
Treanor discussed the results with the Board. 

 
F. Superintendent Search Committee 

Marianne Treanor said that the committee had completed the interview process and was 
pleased to recommend Al Purdy as the candidate for the Interim CSA opening.  Mr. 
Purdy will be hired for the 2012-13 school year beginning July 1st.  The committee will 
now being the search for a Principal.   

 
V. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   

 
A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Kiersten Robbins, seconded by Marianne Treanor, to approve the following 
board affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.3; 
  

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
1.1 To approve the minutes of the May 8, 2012 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the 2012-13 District Professional Development Plan.   
1.3 To approve the first reading of policy 6171.2 Gifted And Talented. 
 
Paul Barger commented that he had reviewed and provided input for the policy.  He felt that it 
was well constructed. 
 
B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick seconded by Kiersten Robbins, to approve the following 
business affairs agenda item 2.0 through 2.3; 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 

2.0 To approve budget transfers in the amount of $9,331.65 for period June 6, 2012 through June 
26, 2012 as presented, noting that Commissioner approval was not required, as the year to date 
transfers on a cumulative basis do not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8.1. 

2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 
monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of May 2012 
and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education certifies 
that as of May 31, 2012, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and upon 
consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major 
account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient 
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funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 

2.2 To approve the June 26, 2012 current expense bill list for check numbers 13153 to 13199 
totaling $155,333.62. 

2.3 To approve an agreement with Maschio’s Food Service, Inc. to provide operation and 
management of the district’s food service program for the 2012-13 school year for a 
management fee of $7,210 and a guarantee of no loss greater than $8,500. 

 
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following school affairs 
agenda item 4.1;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
4.1 To approve placement of the identified students in the Midland School for the 2012-13 

extended/regular school year at an annual tuition rate of $52,180.80 per student. 
 
VI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marnie Carrick, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 6:17 pm to 
discuss Legal issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

VII. RECONVENE 
Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, that the Board of Education returns 
to regular session at 7:20 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 
Karyn Frey recognized Michael Slattery and thanked him for his years of service and wished 
him well in the future. 
 
Michael Slattery thanked the Board, staff and community for all of their support during his 
tenure at Bloomsbury.  
 
VIII. PRESENTATIONS 

Dr. David Dunleavy from the Southern Regional Institute & Educational Technology 
Training Center presented the findings of the Bloomsbury School District’s feasibility 
study that his group was hired to conduct.  Dr. Dunleavy stressed that his group was 
brought in as unbiased, third party, “commissioned fact finders” that had no stake in the 
outcome of the study.   
 
Dr. Dunleavy clarified that the purpose of the study was to look at the viability of the 
Bloomsbury School District severing its send/receive relationship with the Phillipsburg 
School District, where Bloomsbury sends its students for high school, and entering into a 
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like agreement with a Hunterdon County High School.  Dr. Dunleavy stated that the data 
used was a “snap shot” of a period of time and that the data presented might have changed 
or been revised since this study had concluded.  Dr. Dunleavy discussed the process which 
would have to take place for Bloomsbury to switch high schools with the ultimate decision 
being made by the NJ Commissioner of Education.   
 
The study primarily concentrated on comparing Phillipsburg High School with the North 
Hunterdon High School, Voorhees High School and the Delaware Valley Regional High 
School.  For the sake of comparison, along with analyzing the potential for Bloomsbury to 
switch from Phillipsburg to one of the Hunterdon County High Schools, the study 
concentrated on demographics for all of the towns that constituted each high school, the 
educational programs offered by each district, the financial impact moving would have on 
Bloomsbury and governance and policy considerations for each school.   
 
After reviewing the findings within each category, Dr. Dunleavy said that North Hunterdon 
and Voorhees were eliminated as candidates due to current capacity issues in their districts. 
However, Delaware Valley Regional High School remained a viable candidate.  To make 
the switch, the estimated increased cost to do so would be $69,559. 
 
For Bloomsbury, Dr. Dunleavy discussed the important issues that the Board should 
consider before making any decisions.  Dr. Dunleavy stressed how important the “choice” 
designation was to Bloomsbury and its financial well being.  Should Bloomsbury opt to 
switch high schools, the state could potentially strip Bloomsbury of its choice designation 
as the criteria under which the choice label was originally awarded would have changed.  
While that would seem unlikely, Dr. Dunleavy did ask the Board members to keep that in 
mind. 
 
Assuming the choice designation remains intact, Dr. Dunleavy felt the Board should 
consider how a change in high schools might alter the choice population.  As currently 
constituted, the anticipated choice population will make up nearly a third of Bloomsbury’s 
anticipated student population during the 12-13 school year.  As a result, Bloomsbury will 
receive a significant amount of choice aid from the State.  Anything that could make 
Bloomsbury a less desirable choice destination thus driving the number of choice students 
down would negatively impact the amount of state aid Bloomsbury would receive.  With 
the increased cost in attending Delaware Valley Regional High School, anything that would 
hurt Bloomsbury’s revenue in the future would pose a serious obstacle.   
 
Upon the conclusion of the study, Dr. Dunleavy stated that the study found that there was 
no clear choice as to which path Bloomsbury should go.  He stated that all four programs 
offered sound educational programs with ample opportunities for any student.  Dr. 
Dunleavy reviewed the advantages and disadvantages of Bloomsbury establishing a new 
send/receive relationship with a Hunterdon County high school or remaining with the 
current relationship with Phillipsburg High School.   
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Moving forward, Dr. Dunleavy recommended that the Board carefully review all of the 
data, consider the financial implications of moving to a new high school and seek the input 
from all of the community stakeholders before a decision is made.   
 
Dr. Dunleavy thanked the Board for the opportunity to work with them and opened up the 
forum to questions from the public. 
 
Laurie King asked if the study took the trailers currently being utilized by the Phillipsburg 
High School into consideration.  Dr. Dunleavy said that the study measured the number of 
seats available until capacity.  Even though Phillipsburg is utilizing trailers, the seats in 
those trailers were considered.  Dr. Dunleavy said that if the new high school at 
Phillipsburg is built, space will be a non-issue. 
 
Scott Parker asked if there was a way to single out the performance of only the Bloomsbury 
students when considering the academic statistics.  Dr. Dunleavy said that the study 
analyzed Phillipsburg’s high school population as a whole and did not segregate the 
students from each sending district and Phillipsburg while comparing data.  The primary 
focus was to determine if each school being looked at provided significant education 
opportunities for their students.  Mr. Parker asked if all schools were on equal footing 
educationally.  Dr. Dunleavy said that while all the schools differed, overall their is 
program parity between each school considered.  Mr. Parker went on to say that social 
considerations should be considered citing that Bloomsbury students take part in the 
Greenwich recreation program which helps Bloomsbury’s children make an easier 
transition into Phillipsburg High School.  Mr. Parker also said that the study indicated that 
the programs studied proved to be equivalent in the quality of education and the education 
opportunities available so he did not believe making a parallel move at a greater cost to the 
Bloomsbury tax payers was a positive thing.   
 
Matt Hall said that the study omitted the number and type of college readiness programs 
offered by each high school.  Dr. Dunleavy said that such data is not readily available and 
was not included in the study.  He suggested that the Board might try to obtain this 
information should they feel it would be useful.  However, Dr. Dunleavy said that while 
this information could be relevant, the DOE would not consider it in the decision making 
process. 
 
Kevin DeGerolamo, the Phillipsburg Board of Education President, clarified that the 
Bloomsbury School does have one seat on the Phillipsburg Board of Education which is 
rotated on a three year basis between Bloomsbury, Alpha and Pohatcong.   
 
Brad Perrone, a Greenwich Township Board of Education member, asked what is 
considered a significant percentage when discussing change in racial population.  Paul 
Barger said that there was no clear cut number that would determine “significant”.  Mr. 
Perrone asked what Delaware Valley’s proposed per pupil tuition cost would be for 2012-
13.  That information was not available at the meeting. 
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Traci Wood said that it was troubling that Phillipsburg did not make AYP for the previous 
five years and asked how come the school was not improving.  Dr. Dunleavy said the AYP 
designation as set forth by NCLB is being eliminated and suggested it might not be a 
significant means of comparing educational programs. 
 
Sarah Dickinson said that she had moved from Warren to Hunterdon County and would 
like to see her children attend a Hunterdon County high school.  She believed the essence 
of the Bloomsbury community would improve if a move was made. 
 
Loren Merring said that she has a son that attends Phillipsburg High School and that she 
was very weary of the trailers at first.  However, she believes that the trailers are fabulous 
and do not hinder the learning environment in any way.  For those who have not seen them, 
she urged them to do so as her son prefers the trailers to the main building as they are air 
conditioned, carpeted and have their own bathrooms.  She also said that the data provided 
was a one year snapshot that would change from year to year.  Ms. Merring was also 
worried that should Bloomsbury switch schools, the eighth graders would lose the 
advanced math program opportunity ran by Phillipsburg.   
 
Tom Mathews is a Phillipsburg resident who has children attending Bloomsbury through 
the choice program.  He felt that students were more influenced by what happens at home 
than in school.  He asked what percentage of Bloomsbury children went on to attend 
college and would the send/receive relationship with Phillipsburg change should 
Bloomsbury opt to go to Delaware Valley.  Dr. Dunleavy said that, should the switch 
occur, the relationship with Phillipsburg would likely end.  If Bloomsbury does sever the 
relationship with Phillipsburg, they could try to reinitiate it in ten years.  Dr. Dunleavy 
reiterated that Phillipsburg choice students attending Bloomsbury provide a lot of revenue 
for Bloomsbury in the form of choice state aid.  If Bloomsbury were to leave Phillipsburg, 
the district would risk Phillipsburg parents reconsidering sending their children to 
Bloomsbury.  Mr. Mathews believed that should Bloomsbury leave Phillipsburg the 
relationship would be hurt long term.  
 
Jamie Morrow has a child that will be attending Bloomsbury as a kindergartner in 2013-14 
and believes that her role as a parent is to provide her child with the best opportunities.  She 
believes that attending a Hunterdon County high school is a better choice than remaining in 
Phillipsburg.  If the switch does not occur, she would consider having her child attend 
another Hunterdon County school through the choice program. 
 
Kathleen Jordan asked if Bloomsbury’s choice students would be able to attend Delaware 
Valley Regional High School as well or would they default back to their high school of 
residency.  Dr. Dunleavy said that this was uncertain at the moment as the state has not 
made an official ruling.  He believed it could go either way.  Ms. Jordan asked if a 
Bloomsbury student attended Clinton Township as a choice student would they attend 
Phillipsburg High School once they have passed through Clinton.  Mr. Slattery said that 
would be the case. 
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Michelle Evanowski said that when her family moved Bloomsbury she had hoped 
Bloomsbury students would eventually attend a Hunterdon high school.  She believes that 
Phillipsburg’s AYP track record is an indicator of education quality regardless of whether 
or not the state continues to recognize the benchmark.  She believes that a Hunterdon 
County high school would provide a better, safer education for Bloomsbury students.   
 
Nicole Walen has a daughter in Phillipsburg High School who really loves the school and 
is doing great there.  Her daughter has a great group of friends.  She asked that, if the Board 
decides the best thing to do is to switch high schools, would the community have the 
opportunity to vote on the move as the change would have an impact on the town’s taxes 
due to the increased costs associated with attending Delaware Valley.  Dr. Dunleavy said 
that Bloomsbury tax payers do not vote on the school’s budget as long as the tax levy does 
not go up more than 2%.  Ms. Walen also commented that she would not want her children 
on a bus traveling Route 78 every morning.   
 
Darlene Hisko said that there were a lot of homes for sale as the town was going bankrupt 
which, she believed, had a direct correlation with the students attending Phillipsburg High 
School.   
 
Matt Parker is a student that currently attends Phillipsburg High School.  He said that 
Phillipsburg has ample educational opportunities for any student.  He was part of the eighth 
grade advanced math program while at Bloomsbury and felt that the class helped him to 
make a smooth transition into the high school.  He commented that the trailers were better 
than the main building due to individual bathrooms, air condition and carpeting.  He also 
thought that he has been able to stay on the Honor Roll due to Phillipsburg’s small class 
sizes and the teacher’s willingness to work with the students. 
  

IX. CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Michael Slattery said that there was a HIB document in the agenda packets for the Board 
members to review. 
 
Michael Slattery welcomed Al Purdy to the District.   
 
Karyn Frey introduced Mr. Purdy. 

 
C. Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following personnel 
affairs agenda item 3.0 through 3.6;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
   

3.0 To employ Linda Eich as School/CST Secretary for the 2012-2013 school year at an 
annual salary of $38,901 per the contract as presented. 

3.1 To employ Daniel Andrews as a Night Custodian for the 2012-13 school year at an hourly 
rate of $12.01 per the contract as presented. 
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3.2 To employ Albert Purdy as the Interim CSA for the 2012-13 school year at a daily rate of 
$400 per the contract as presented. 

3.3 To approve Laney Borgstrom to work up to 85 summer hours, paid at the contractual rate, 
to perform computer maintenance and upgrades.   

3.4 To offer employment to Linda Payne as a Para-Professional for the 2012-13 school year at 
a salary of $16,779. 

3.5  To employ Dana Nitzsche as a teacher for the 2012 extended school year for three hours a 
day, 16 days total from 7/9/12 through 8/2/12 at the contract specified hourly rate. 

 
Mr. Slattery explained the rationale behind motion 3.3.  In the past, the computer work was done 
by Ms. Borgstrom, Mr. Weber and Mr. Slattery throughout the summer.  However, this year Mr. 
Slattery and Mr. Weber will not be available so Ms. Borgstrom will be expected to accomplish 
everything on her own.  
 
X. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

None 
 
XI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

The grandmother of two students addressed the Board regarding a HIB investigation that 
included her grandchildren.  She doesn’t like that the school has labeled her grandchildren 
“bullies” and wanted to know the process that lead to this decision.  She said that the school 
should hear both sides of the issue before making any definitive conclusions and believes 
the kids were “convicted” without due process.  She made it clear that she does not accept 
the ruling concerning her grandchildren.   
 

XII. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Kiersten Robbins, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 9:20 pm to 
discuss Student issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

XIII. RECONVENE 
Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Kiersten Robbins, that the Board of Education returns 
to regular session at 10:01 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
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XIV. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:02 
p.m. on a motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marnie Carrick. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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