
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – May 8, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved June 26, 2012 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Karyn Frey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent      
President, Karyn Frey    
Vice-President, Marianne Treanor  
Marnie Carrick  
Rebecca Petri 
Kiersten Robbins  
   
Others Present 
Mike Slattery, Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance led by members of the Snowboard Club.   

 
II. PRESENTATIONS 

Members of the Snowboard Club summarized their experience to the Board.  Each member 
felt that the club was fun and well worth it.  As a group, they hope that the club will 
continue next year. 
 
Members of the Drama Club told Board members that they enjoyed the skits the club 
performed as well as the improvisation activities they took part in.  The members also 
hoped that the club would continue and proclaimed their interest in putting on a school 
production in the future.     
 

III. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 
With regard to the AM/PM Preschool proposal submitted by the CST, Mr. Slattery said 
that Deb Joye and Graziella Woodruff were unfortunately unable to attend this evening’s 
meeting.  However, they would be available on Friday to meet with anyone who had 
questions or would like to discuss the proposal.   
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IV. PTO REPORT 

Kiersten Robbins told the Board that the Tricky Tray was successful and that the PTO 
donated an iPad and Kindle Fire for the event.  
 
Mrs. Robbins said that “Teacher Appreciation Week” was this week, May 16th was the 
next scheduled PTO meeting, Field Day was scheduled for June 1st and the Early Bird 
Breakfast would be on June 6th.   

 
V.  COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A.  Policy 
Karyn Frey led the discussion as the Board reviewed the following policies: 

3327  Relations with Vendors  
 3400  Accounts 
 3440  Inventories 
 3450  Money in School Buildings 
 3451  Petty Cash Funds 
 3453  School Activity Funds 
 3510  Operation and Maintenance of Plant 
 3514  Equipment 
 3515  Smoking Prohibition 

 
Karyn Frey stated that all policies of the Board should be reviewed every three years 
and is typically done on a rolling basis.  It is the Board’s responsibility to keep the 
policies current.  
 

B. Finance/Buildings & Grounds 
Rebecca Petri told the Board that she was concerned with how quickly the roof project 
had been brought to the Board.  She felt that, while the idea of refurbishing the roof had 
been briefly touched upon in the past, it was never brought to the Board or Buildings & 
Grounds committee for serious consideration until this agenda where the Board is now 
being asked to approve moving forward with the project.  She said that the roof was not 
part of the 2012-13 budget nor was it included on the list of Board “wish list” items that 
had been discussed in the past.  Mrs. Petri said that she reached out to administration via 
email with questions concerning the project and received answers prompting her to 
agree to have an architect come in and look at the roof.  However, she did not recall 
approving moving forward with anything in earnest.  She felt that the process was done 
too quickly and in a confusing manner.  Mrs. Petri felt that the money to be used for the 
roof might be better spent elsewhere.   
 
Kiersten Robbins asked how many architects had been come in to look at the roof and 
give proposals.  Three architect firms came to the school and submitted proposals.  Mrs. 
Robbins also inquired about the costs proposed by the firm, the materials to be used and 
the wording of sections of the contract.   
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Marnie Carrick agreed with Mrs. Petri in that she felt the project was sprung upon the 
Board suddenly and asked how come this was the first the Board was hearing of the 
project.  She believed that the timeline for the project was too condensed for the Board 
to make an informed decision, especially considering the money involved.  Mrs. Carrick 
questioned the need for a new roof in place of repairing the existing one as she felt with 
repair and maintenance the roof’s longevity might be extended.     
 
Mr. Slattery and Mr. Mantz explained that the roof was the most pressing preventative 
maintenance issue that the district currently had.  Due to the mid-year injection of 
choice aid money in the amount of $170,268 that had to be used within the 11-12 
budget, the administration felt it to be the perfect opportunity to handle this need.  The 
increased aid would allow for the roof to be repaired without taking away funds from 
any other project or area of need for the school.  Due to the fact that the money needed 
to be spent by 6/30/12, should funds become available, the process would indeed be 
accelerated in order to meet that deadline.  If that money was not spent, the balance 
would be considered end of the year surplus unavailable until the 13-14 budget.   
 
The Board discussed the merits of the project and whether or not it would be prudent to 
move forward. 
 

C. Personnel 
Marianne Treanor acknowledged that Mr. Slattery had accepted another position 
beginning on July 1, 2012, thanked him for his efforts as Bloomsbury’s CSA and 
wished him well.  A search to find Mr. Slattery’s replacement would begin immediately. 
 
Mrs. Treanor asked that the Board members who met with the support staff report back 
as soon as possible.  
 
Rebecca Petri thanked the PTO for coordinating Teacher Appreciation Week.   
 

D.  Public Relations 
Marianne Treanor discussed sending out a School Climate Survey to the staff.   

 
VI.  CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mr. Slattery thanked the community for their work during “Teacher Appreciation 
Week” and commended the district’s teachers on their efforts.   
 
Mr. Slattery said that the NJASK Testing was coming to an end. 
 
Mr. Slattery reiterated that Deb Joye and Graziella Woodruff would be available to 
Board members on Friday to discuss the AM/PM Preschool proposal. 
 
Mr. Slattery reminded the Board that they would need to select an 8th grade student to 
honor shortly. 
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Mr. Slattery provided a Feasibility Study update.  Mr. Slattery had spoken to Paul 
Barger, the Board’s attorney, who said that he would be meeting with Dave Dunleavy 
this week.  Mr. Barger would be in attendance at the June Board meeting.   
 
Mr. Slattery thanked the Snowboard and Drama Clubs for their presentations.  He said 
the Board could expect a musical presentation at the next meeting from the Band & 
Guitar Clubs.   
 
Mr. Slattery said that there would be a letter sent home explaining his leaving the 
District.  He thanked the Board past and present for all of their support. 

 
VII.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Joanna Murphy thanked Mr. Slattery for his years of service to the District.  She said 
that her children have had great experiences at the school. 
 
Chris Smith also thanked Mr. Slattery for his efforts and said that he was a pleasure to 
work with.   

 
VIII. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   

 
A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Kiersten Robbins, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following 
board affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.3; 
  

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
1.1 To approve the minutes of the April 10, 2012 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the payment of $100, to be matched by PNC Bank, towards a savings bond 

award of $200 to a graduating 8th grade student. 
1.3  To approve the first reading of Policy 6171.2, Gifted and Talented.  
 
Kiersten Robbins said that there were still some questions pertaining to the timing and the 
cross-referencing of policies that the committee was working on.  She said that she had met 
with Kathy Nace to discuss the policy and garnered Ms. Nace’s input to formulate the policy 
being presented. 
 
Marnie Carrick stated that the G&T program outlined by the policy would incorporate the 
services of the CST as the policy would require Personal Learning Plans for each child 
identified as gifted.  The plans would be individualized for each student so as to help them to 
achieve to the best of their abilities.   
 
Mrs. Robbins and Mrs. Carrick went on to discuss specific points of the policy. 
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B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick seconded by Marianne Treanor, to approve the following 
business affairs agenda item 2.0 through 2.4; 
 

Motions 2.0 through 2.3 carried by unanimous roll call vote.  Motion 2.4 did not 
pass as Marnie Carrick, Rebecca Petri and Marianne Treanor voted in the negative 
thus defeating the motion by a 3-2 vote. 
 

2.0 To approve budget transfers in the amount of $36,545.78 for period April 11, 2012 through 
May 8, 2012 as presented, noting that Commissioner approval was not required, as the year to 
date transfers on a cumulative basis do not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8.1. 

2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 
monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of March 
2012 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education 
certifies that as of March 31, 2012, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and 
upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major 
account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient 
funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 

2.2 To approve the May 8, 2012 current expense bill list for check numbers 13064 to 13104 
totaling $186,234.68. 

2.3 To approve the “Electric Generation Service Agreement” with the Hess Corporation for 
May 2012 to May 2013 as presented. 

2.4 To approve the Tokarski Millemann Architects, LLC to provide architecture services for the 
Bloomsbury Roof Replacement project at a cost of $14,750. 

 
C. Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marianne Treanor, seconded by Karyn Frey, to approve the following personnel 
affairs agenda item 3.0 through 3.5;  
 

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All voting in the affirmative with Kiersten Robbins 
voting in the negative for 3.5. 
   

3.0 To approve Occupational Therapy Consultants, Inc. to provide occupational therapy 
services for the 2012-13 school year at an hourly rate of $82.  

3.1 To approve a Shared Services Agreement with the Franklin Township Board of Education 
for the purpose of sharing a School Psychologist for the 2012-13 school year whereas the 
Franklin Township Board of Education will reimburse the Bloomsbury Board of Education 
60% of the total cost of the overall pay and benefit package of Deborah Joye who will 
serve as the School Psychologist of record.  

3.2 To approve a Shared Services Agreement with the Franklin Township Board of Education 
for the purpose of sharing a School Social Worker for the 2012-13 school year whereas the 
Franklin Township Board of Education will reimburse the Bloomsbury Board of Education 
60% of the total cost of the overall pay and benefit package of Graziella Woodruff who 
will serve as the School Social Worker of record.  
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3.3 To approve a Shared Services Agreement with the Alpha Board of Education for the 
purposes of sharing an Art Teacher for the 2012-2013 school year whereas the Bloomsbury 
Board of Education will reimburse the Alpha Board of Education 40% of the total cost of 
the overall pay and benefit package of Ms. Jenna Lamas who will serve as the Art Teacher 
of record.     

3.4 To approve modifying the stipend for Yearbook Coordinator so as to equally divide it 
between Lisa Arlotto, Tina Glackin and Ann Vitale. 

3.5 To approve Basil Homa as a substitute teacher for the 2011-12 school year. 
 
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, to approve the following school 
affairs agenda item 4.1 through 4.3;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
4.1 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 

• Susan Lubbe to the “Overview of Asperger Syndrome” on 5/17/12 in Washington, 
NJ.  Cost is $37 registration fee and mileage expense of $1.86 (6 miles @ 
$.31/mile) 

4.2 To approve the following revisions to the 2011-12 school calendar: 
   June 11th – dismiss students at 12:30 pm 
   June 12th – last day of school year; dismiss students at 12:30 pm 
4.3 To approve the following field trips: 

• Karen Bolmarcich to the RVCC:  The Learning Through Experience Program on 
4/27/12 in Raritan, NJ.   

 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Chris Smith requested using the school facilities for the summer recreation program.  The 
program would run from July 9th through August 10th.   

 
X. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

The Board discussed the AM/PM Preschool proposal by the CST and said that they would 
reach out to Mrs. Joye and Mrs. Woodruff with questions.  Mr. Slattery said that the student 
population might dictate an AM and PM session of preschool.  The Board asked about the 
start and end times of the programs which would be determined once a need is established. 
 
Karyn Frey said that the Board had to make a decision on the 8th grade essays.  A vote was 
conducted with essay #14 chosen the winner. 
 
Rebecca Petri asked if the District could partner with the PTO to do something with the 
families of the choice students.  One suggestion might be partnering a choice family with a 
resident family to help answer any questions the choice family might have about 
Bloomsbury.  Mrs. Petri asked how the choice program affected staff members regarding 
bringing their children to Bloomsbury.  This was outlined in policy. 
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Karyn Frey said that it was Bloomsbury’s turn to appoint a representative to the 
Phillipsburg School District’s Board of Education for 2013.  The Board discussed and opted 
to decline the seat. 

 
XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Rebecca Petri, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 8:39 pm to 
discuss personnel issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

XII. RECONVENE 

Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, that the Board of Education returns 
to regular session at 10:10 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 10:11 
p.m. on a motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Rebecca Petri. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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