
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – February 8, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved March 1, 2011 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Karyn Frey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent      
President, Karyn Frey 
Vice-President, Mike Galuppo   
Marnie Carrick 
Matthew Hall 
Marianne Treanor 
   
Others Present 
Mike Slattery, Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
Flag Salute - Pledge of Allegiance led by November/December Super Student of the Month  
 Loren Herlihy and January Super Student of the Month Patrick Murphy. 

 
Karyn Frey took this opportunity to speak of the unfortunate passing of Dale Briggs.  She 
voiced her sincere gratitude for having known him and expressed her belief that he was a 
wonderful person, educator and friend.  Words cannot describe how much he meant to the 
community and how he will be missed.   
 
Michael Galuppo spoke glowingly of how Mr. Briggs touched both his and his children’s 
lives.   
 
Tina Glackin shared that she was extremely grateful and appreciative for having the chance to 
know Mr. Briggs. 
 
Marnie Carrick said that she was appreciative and impressed by the time and attention that Mr. 
Briggs gave all of the children of the community. 
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Joann Murphy commented that Mr. Briggs was always positive and enthusiastic with the 
children.   
 
Karyn Frey asked for a moment of silence in memory of Mr. Briggs.   

 
II. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

Mr. Slattery referred to the letter outlining a proposed mural project for the school and 
provided the Board members with the appropriate background. 
 
Karyn Frey mentioned the letter from Kelly Mottley stating that the fourth grade class 
would be conducting a “Pennies for Patients” campaign for a fifth consecutive year.  The 
fundraiser began the beginning of February and is going well.   
 
Karyn Frey referred to a letter from Kelly Mottley requesting the use of personal days 
during November of the 2011-12 school year. 
 

III. PTO REPORT 
Marianne Treanor said that Kids Bingo would be held on February 25th.   
 
Ms. Treanor stated that a chess tournament would be held on February 9th in honor of Dale 
Briggs. 
 
Ms. Treanor told the Board that the organization was in the process of coming up with 
additional fundraising ideas. 

 
IV.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Policy 
Karyn Frey led the discussion as the Board reviewed the following policies: 

5114 Suspension and Expulsion 
Marnie Carrick asked for clarification on some wording issues.  The members 
discussed and agreed on wording. 

5118                Nonresidents 
5119 Transfers 

Marnie Carrick asked if this was necessary considering that the district consisted of 
only one school.  Decided it should be included regardless. 

5120                Assessment of Individual Needs 
5124 Reporting to Parent/Guardians 
5125                Pupil Records 
5126                Awards for Achievement 
5127 Commencement Activities 

Matthew Hall pointed out a wording issue. 
 

C.  Education 
Karyn Frey told the Board that she had attended a shared services seminar targeting 
municipalities and Boards of Education.  Those in attendance shared what each entity 
did and elaborated on the pros and cons of each scenario. 
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V.  CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Slattery congratulated Kelly Mottley for being nominated for the Teacher of the 
Year award. 
 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that the data for the District Performance Review was still 
being collected and would be on the next Board agenda. 
 
Mr. Slattery briefed the Board on the tuition situation with Phillipsburg High School as 
well as the intent on the high school on charging for in-class support services.  He had 
spoke with Board attorney to seek guidance on the validity of the in-class support 
charges. 
 
Mr. Slattery informed the Board that Lisa Arlotto had inquired about modifying the 
school calendar to make up snow days in a manner outside of the current contract. 
 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that the NJ Report Cards were now available. 
 

VI.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
Michelle Evanowski asked if the proposed chess tournament to be held the next day in 
honor of Dale Briggs had been Board approved.  She was informed that it was on the 
evening’s agenda.  She also inquired about the availability of supplies for the tournament 
and whether or not it would be possible to have a teacher address the participants on behalf 
of Mr. Briggs before the tournament began. 
 
Derek Quinn inquired about the security of the staff and students at Phillipsburg High 
School due to the extreme reliance on trailers to house everyone.  The Board felt that Mr. 
Quinn might be better served asking Phillipsburg directly. 
 
Joann Murphy asked how the Teacher of the Year is voted on.  Mr. Slattery explained that 
Mrs. Mottley was honored in the district and that she would be in the running for the state 
wide award.  Nominations are garnered from teachers, the administration and the BOE. 
 
Ms. Murphy asked about the Gifted & Talented program and Mr. Slattery explained the 
background and parameters.   

 
VII. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   
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A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Matthew Hall, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following board 
affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.7; 
  

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voting in the affirmative with Mike 
Galuppo voting in the negative for motion 1.3, policy 6142.2. 

 
1.1 To approve the minutes of the January 11, 2011 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the minutes of the January 11, 2011 executive session. 
1.3 To approve the first reading of the following policies: 

1120                Board of Education Meetings 
1330 Use of School Facilities 

Karyn Frey clarified wording regarding “For-Profit Groups”.  Mike Galuppo asked if 
the CSA can deny a group solely on his discretion.  The CSA can but group can then ask 
that Board consider. 

5141 Health 
Mike Galuppo asked if the school physician would qualify as the “health inspector” and 
was informed the physician would.  Mr. Galuppo asked if the district had an eye 
protection program, which it does, and if the school would have to fund physical 
examinations, which it would not. 
 
Matthew Hall referred to the building report that indicates that there were no eye wash 
stations in the school.  He was told that costs for installing a station were being 
gathered. 

6010                Goals and Objectives 
6121                Nondiscrimination/Affirmative Action 
6142.2             English as a Second Language 

Karyn Frey pointed out that not all parts of this policy were applicable to the district. 
 
Mike Galuppo asked that if a non-English speaking student were to enroll would the 
school  have to provide an interpreter.  The school would. 
  

6142.12           Career Education 
1.4  To approve the second reading and adoption of the following policies: 
   5127                Commencement Activities 

5131.5             Vandalism/Violence 
5131.6             Substance Abuse 

1.5  To set the polling hours for the Annual School Election on Wednesday, April 27, 2011 
from 3:00 to 9:00 pm at the Bloomsbury Municipal Building. 

1.6 Be it resolved that the Bloomsbury Board of Education approves the filing of a waiver 
to exempt the Bloomsbury School District’s participation in the Special Education 
Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) due to the fact that the district projects an enrollment of less 
than 40 Medicaid eligible students. 

1.7 To approve the NLCB FY08 grant application amendment for Title IV funds in the 
amount of $149. 
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B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick, seconded by Mike Galuppo, to approve the following 
business affairs agenda items 2.0 through 2.2; 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
2.0 To approve budget transfers in the amount of $7,070 for period January 12, 2011 through 

February 8, 2011 as presented, noting that Commissioner approval was not required, as 
the year to date transfers on a cumulative basis do not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 
18A:22-8.1. 

2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 
monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of December 
2010 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education 
certifies that as of December 31, 2010, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no 
major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient 
funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 

2.2 To approve the February 8, 2011 current expense bill list for check numbers 12423 to 12470 
totaling $231,066.38. 

 
C. Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following personnel 
affairs agenda items 3.0 through 3.1;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 

3.0 To approve Jean Kelly’s letter of resignation as presented. 
3.1 To approve 17.5 hours, at a cost not to exceed $572.25, for Deb Joye to complete child 

study team duties outside of the contract day. 
 
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, to approve the following school 
affairs agenda items 4.1 through 4.3;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
4.1 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 

• Megan Atkins to the “Designing Instruction for Moderate-Severe” workshop on 5/4/11 in 
Morris Plains, NJ.  Cost is $11 registration fee and mileage expense of $14.57 (47 miles @ 
$.31). 

• Lisa Arlotto to the “Designing Instruction for Moderate-Severe” workshop on 5/4/11 in 
Morris Plains, NJ.  Cost is $11 registration fee and mileage expense of $14.57 (47 miles @ 
$.31). 
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• Deb Hill-Whipple to the “Developing Citizens of Characters: Achievement with Integrity” 
workshop on 3/15/11 in Lawrenceville, NJ.  Cost is $75 registration fee and mileage 
expense of $26.04 (84 miles @ $.31/mile) 

• Michael Slattery to “Legal One Advanced: New Jersey’s New Bullying Law” training on 
3/31/11 in Flemington, NJ.  Cost is $110 registration and mileage expense of $10.54 (34 
miles @ $.31/mile) 

 
Marianne Treanor mentioned that it appeared as if many of the same teachers were 
constantly going to workshops and inquired to if any limits were set.  Mr. Slattery said that 
the number of permissible workshops for the staff in general was set.   
 
Matthew Hall if the workshops attended were targeted to the individual teacher’s 
Performance Improvement Plan and if Mr. Slattery initiated specific teachers attending 
specific workshops.  Mr. Slattery said that they were part of each teacher’s plan and that he 
sometimes suggested workshops to individuals. 
 
Marnie Carrick asked if there were a lot of workshops requests that did not make the 
agenda.  Mr. Slattery said that some did not. 

 
4.2   To approve the following building use requests: 

i. Student Council on 2/11/11 from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm in the all-purpose room 
for a school dance. 

ii. Scholastic Book Fair on 3/7/11 to 3/11/11 from 3:00 pm – 4:00 pm except 
for 3/9/11 when it will be from 6:30 pm – 8:00 pm in the front hall. 

iii. BES PTO on 2/9/11 from 3:00 pm – 5:00 pm in the all-purpose room for a 
chess tournament. 

iv. Deb Hill-Whipple on 2/23/11 from 3:00 pm – 4:30 pm in the all-purpose 
room for “Jump Rope For Heart”.  

 
4.3 To approve the following field trips: 

• 3rd Grade to the Mansfield Township School on 3/4/11 (snow date of 3/23/11) in 
Mansfield, NJ for the Roller Coaster Derby. 

• Gifted & Talented students to the Warren County Community College on 3/15/11 
in Washington, NJ for the WCCSE 2011 Convocation:  Expressive Arts with 
Pushcart Players. 

 
VIII. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Karyn Frey referred to the resolution passed by the High Bridge Board of Education 
formally requesting that Dr. Gerald Vernotica be reinstated as the Executive County 
Superintendent for Hunterdon County.   
 
Matthew Hall pointed out that it is not unusual for these County Superintendents to be 
changed.   
 
The Board discussed and introduced the following motion: 
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Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Michael Galuppo, to approve the resolution 
in support of Dr. Gerald Vernotica being reinstated as the Executive County 
Superintendent of Hunterdon County. 
 

  Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 

Karyn Frey said that Hunterdon County School Board Association’s legislative meeting 
was coming up and that anyone interested in going should contact her. 
 
Marianne Treanor had reviewed Bloomsbury’s NJ Report Card and asked how come the 
school showed scoring 50% or below of state averages for the NAEP test.  Mr. Slattery 
said that he would provide review of the report card information and testing results at the 
next meeting. 
 
Mr. Mantz reviewed the budget with the Board.  After the review, Mr. Mantz told the 
Board members to please not hesitate to contact him should anyone have any questions and 
welcomed a finance committee meeting to review further should the committee feel it 
necessary.   
 
In order adhere to the budget guidelines, the originally scheduled March 8th meeting will 
be rescheduled for March 1st whereas a vote on the preliminary budget will be held. 
 
Karyn Frey discussed the BEA’s request for a calendar change in order to accommodate 
making up for snow days.  The Board discussed various options for doing so. 
 
Matthew Hall suggested that the school consider other options for the playground rather 
than the rubber mulch being suggested.  He believes that the rubber mulch is not that 
healthy while also creating quite a mess.  The buildings and grounds committee will 
consider other options. 
 
Matthew Hall asked about the room situation on the stage as it was referred on the building 
report done by Mr. Weber.  Mr. Slattery discussed the issue and provided the background. 
 
Matthew Hall thanked Karyn Frey for construction comparative charts illustrating how 
Phillipsburg High School and Delaware Valley High School compared. 

 
IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Vicki Pappas asked when the Board would be conducting its public hearing.  The meeting 
will be advertised when a date was established. 
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X. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Michael Galuppo, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 8:46 pm to 
discuss personnel issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

XI. RECONVENE 
Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, that the Board of Education returns 
to regular session at 9:55 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 
XII.  ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:56 
p.m. on a motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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