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 Literary Analysis of Summer Reading 

OBJECTIVE: You will write a literary analysis of one summer reading novel in class, using your thesis statement 

you prepare over the summer as you analyze ONE of the required summer reading novels.  

 

1. Choose ONE of the two novels to analyze the effect of the author’s style. (the other reading will be 

analyzed in the form of a speech/presentation) 

2. Write your findings in a T chart. (Simply list the quote on the left; effect of term on right). 

3. Draft a well written, thought-provoking, concise thesis statement which argues the effect of this 

literary device employed by the author in this novel. 

4. Once your thesis statement is approved, you will write an in-class short essay (3-5 paragraphs) with a 

sound conclusion that expresses how your understanding of the text improved after analyzing the 

literary element. Include what you learned from the analysis. Include textual evidence that highlights 

the use of the term to support your thesis. 

Examples of literary devices to analyze in your summer reading: 

1. Flashback 

2. Dialogue 

3. Symbolism 

4. Irony 

5. Tone 

6. Mood 

7. Theme 

8. Motif 

9. Conflict 

10. Point of view 

*Annotation: While reading, mark the passage and comment in the margins.  
! = new information / example of your literary term 
? = confusing or do not understand 
*= section you liked or made you think 
The point of annotating a text is to give you a lot of places to revisit in your analysis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



   Kane 
 

   

 

 

Name__________________________________________________________ Grade____________ 

CATEGORY 5 - A     100-90 4 - B       89-80 3 -C        79-70 2 -D          69-60 1 – F           50 

Introduction 

(Organization) 

The Intro is perfect 

containing an 

effectively inviting 

hook, effective 

background and a 

thoughtfully well-

developed thesis. 

The Intro is good 

containing an inviting 

hook, good 

background and a 

well-developed thesis. 

The Intro is proficient 

containing a hook, 

background and a 

thesis. 

The Intro is 

inadequate and lacks 

either a hook, 

background, and / or 

thesis. 

Unclear / Missing 

hook, 

background, and 

/ or thesis. 

Body 

(Content) 

Perfect elucidation of 

your thesis with 

specific effective 

textual details 

analyzed, explained 

and interpreted. 

Good elucidation of 

your thesis with good 

textual details 

analyzed, explained 

and interpreted. 

Proficient elucidation 

of your thesis with 

adequate textual 

details analyzed, 

explained and 

interpreted. 

Inadequate 

elucidation of your 

thesis with inadequate 

textual details lacking 

full analysis, 

explanation and 

interpretation. 

Unclear / Missing 

elucidation of 

your thesis with 

inadequate 

textual details 

lacking full 

analysis, 

explanation and 

interpretation. 

Conclusion 

(Organization) 

Includes a perfect 

summary of your 

thesis, a clear 

summary of your main 

points in writing the 

essay and perfectly 

informs the reader 

and leaves them 

educated. 

Includes a good 

summary of your 

thesis with a clear 

summary of your main 

points in writing the 

essay. Informs the 

reader and leaves 

them educated. 

Includes a proficient 

summary of your 

thesis with an 

adequate summary 

of your main points 

in writing the essay. 

Informs the reader 

and leaves them 

adequately 

educated. 

Inadequately does 

one or more of the 

following: inadequate 

summary of your 

thesis, inadequate 

summary of your main 

points in writing the 

essay. Fails to fully 

inform the reader and 

leaves them 

inadequately 

educated. 

Missing or 

unclear summary 

of your thesis, 

summary of your 

main points in 

writing the essay. 

Fails to inform the 

reader and 

leaves them 

inadequately 

educated. 

Transitions / 

Topic 

Sentences 

(Organization) 

Effective and 

thoughtful transitions 

and topic sentences 

allow for a 

comfortable flow when 

reading the essay. 

Good transitions and 

topic sentences allow 

for a comfortable flow 

when reading the 

essay. 

Proficient transitions 

and topic sentences 

allow for a flow when 

reading the essay. 

Inadequate transitions 

and topic sentences 

disallow for an ease in 

reading the essay 

making it necessary to 

re-read and causing a 

messy organization 

overall. 

Unclear / Missing 

transitions and 

topic sentences 

in some or all of 

the paragraphs. 

Grammar, 

Spelling, 

Sentences 

There are no errors in 

grammar, spelling, or 

sentences. 

There are 1-2 errors 

in grammar, spelling, 

or sentences but 

errors do not impede 

understanding. 

There are 3-4 errors 

in grammar, spelling, 

or sentences but 

errors do not impede 

understanding. 

There are more than 5 

errors in grammar, 

spelling, or sentences 

and errors do impede 

understanding and 

Too many errors 

causing the 

essay to be 

unclear and too 

much work to 

read.  
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Name ____________________________________________   Grade _______________ 
 
Criteria for Effective Essay – Rubric  
(5 = Perfect A, 4 = Good B, 3 = Proficient C, 2 = Inadequate D, 1 = Unclear / missing F)  
INTRO:  
___Hook 
___Background 
___Thesis 
BODY: 
___Compare and contrast blended throughout NOT half and half 
___Elucidate the main ideas of your essay 
___Specific textual details: quotes, paraphrased (SAY) 
___Transitions 
___Analyze and interpret the textual details (MEAN & MATTER) 
CONCLUSION: 
___Summarize your thesis  
___Clearly summarize your main points in writing the essay 
___Inform the reader and leave them educated 
Comments:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Name ____________________________________________   Grade _______________ 
 
Criteria for Effective Essay – Rubric  
(5 = Perfect A, 4 = Good B, 3 = Proficient C, 2 = Inadequate D, 1 = Unclear / missing F)  
INTRO:  
___Hook 
___Background 
___Thesis 
BODY: 
___Compare and contrast blended throughout NOT half and half 
___Elucidate the main ideas of your essay 
___Specific textual details: quotes, paraphrased (SAY) 
___Transitions 
___Analyze and interpret the textual details (MEAN & MATTER) 
CONCLUSION: 

display a lack of proof 

reading. 
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___Summarize your thesis  
___Clearly summarize your main points in writing the essay 
___Inform the reader and leave them educated 
Comments: 
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Summer Reading Speech   Honors 

English I  

Directions:  Using one of your assigned reading materials from the summer, address the following in a three 

(3) minute speech no more- no less. 

 Relate to a character in the story 

 Relate the setting to a place you have experienced or would like to experience 

 Describe five aspects of the plot 

 Analyze a theme in the story 

 Connect the story to a poem or song  

1)  You may accomplish this task by using any order but all five items must be in your speech. 

2)  You are being evaluated on both the content and delivery of this presentation. 

3) There needs to be an elaboration of the items; it is not a mere mention of each task 

4) There must be evidence of practice or your speech will not be effective (your score will reflect this- see 

rubric) 

5) This is a 25 point assignment  

6) Due- August 28, 2017. 

7) If you fail to meet the deadline, you will lose the 25 point assessment. 

8) Please review the attached rubric in order to achieve success in this project. 
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Honors English I Summer Reading Projects 

Not sure what, when and/or how much? Read and follow these directions. 

1) There are two projects: a speech and a literary analysis.  You will use one novel for the speech; 

you will write the literary analysis on the other novel (the approved list can be found on the school 

website). In other words, you will not be able to complete both the speech and analysis on the same 

novel (you would forfeit your grade).   

2) The speech will be delivered beginning week of 8/28/17. 

3) The literary analysis thesis statement is collected the very first day of school.  (Note Well: thesis 

statement only). {This is a change from the original directions}  Follow the directions and rubric on 

the handout  in order to assist you draft a thought provoking concise thesis statement.  Later, once 

classes begin, you will use your notes including t chart to write the complete analysis in class the 

first couple of weeks of school.  Bring notes and any questions you have about writing the literary 

analysis to class and/or OP at the opening of school.  FYI: There will be mini lessons and pointers/ 

tips provided in class in order to assist you (especially anyone unfamiliar with the literary analysis 

process). 

4) The speech is worth 25 points (see attached rubric for presentation). 

5) The thesis statement is worth 5 points (see rubric). 

6) The literary analysis is worth 50 points.  

7) Familiarize yourself with the specifics of the projects by rereading the original assignment.   

 

 

Breakdown: 

* SPEECH (Novel #1) due August 28, 2017 worth 25 points 

* THESIS STAMENT (Novel #2) due August 30, 2017 worth 5 points. 

* LITERARY ANALYSIS (Novel #2) due approximately September 18, 2017 worth 50 points.  

Good luck! 

Mrs. Kane 

 


