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I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  

President, Kevin Kerfoot called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. and asked everyone to 

please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 

Kevin Kerfoot read the following statement: 

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 

have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 

affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 

with the notice requirements by advertising in The Express Times & The Star-Ledger 

posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and place of the 

meeting.   

 

ROLL CALL 

Present     Absent    

President, Kevin Kerfoot   Sara Dickinson arrived at 7:04 p.m. 

Vice-President, Craig Levesque   

Rebecca Petri 

Peggy Shelton 

  

Others Present 

Maria Eppolite, Superintendent 

Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

Flag Salute - Pledge of Allegiance  
 

II.    PRESENTATIONS 

None 

 

III. PTO REPORT 

Jessica McNulty said that the organization was 13 members strong thus far for the 

upcoming school year.  She mentioned that the Spooky Sprint was scheduled for 10/31 

and that they already had registrants for the race. 

 

IV. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

None 

 

V.  CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Ms. Eppolite said that the District would undergo QSAC this year with curriculum and 

instruction being the only areas under review.  Per QSAC requirements a Board 

member would be needed to sit on the committee.  Kevin Kerfoot volunteered to do 

so.   
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Ms. Eppolite said that the year was off to a good start.  With Dr. Marycz’ guidance, 

the teachers were reviewing and revising all of the district’s curriculum.   

 

VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

VII. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 

 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 

members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 

study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   

 

A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Kevin Kerfoot, seconded by Peggy Shelton, to approve the following board 

affairs agenda items 1.1 through 1.4;  

  

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voting in the affirmative with 

Rebecca Petri abstaining from 1.1. 

 

1.1 To approve the minutes of the July 28, 2015 regular meeting. 

1.2 To approve the second reading and adoption of Policy and Regulation 5600 “Student Code of 

Conduct”.    

1.3 To approve the first reading of the following policies: 

- Policy 3322 and 4322 Staff Member's Use of Personal Cellular Telephones/Other 

Cellular Communication 

- Policy 5330 Administration of Medication 

- Policy 5339 Screening for Dyslexia 

- Policy 5615 Suspected Gang Activity 

- Policy 5756 Transgender Students 

- Policy 8540 School Nutrition Programs 

- Policy 8550 Outstanding Food Services Charges 

- Policy 8820 Opening Exercises 

 

1.4 To approve abolishing Regulation 8540 “Free and Reduced Rate Meals”. 

 

B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Craig Levesque, seconded by Kevin Kerfoot, to approve the following 

business affairs agenda items 2.1 through 2.4; 

 

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voting in the affirmative with 

Rebecca Petri and Peggy Shelton voting in the negative for motion 2.4. 

 

2.1 To approve budget transfers in the amount of $52,165 for period July 29, 2015 through 

September 8, 2015 as presented, noting that Commissioner approval was not required, as the 
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year to date transfers on a cumulative basis do not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-

8.1. 

2.2 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 

monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of July 2015 

and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education certifies 

that as of July 31, 2015, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and upon 

consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major 

account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient 

funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 

year. 

2.3 To approve the July 29, 2015 current expense bill list for check numbers 14829 to 14874 

totaling $325,079.20. 

2.4 To approve a Shared Services Agreement with the Hampton Board of Education for the 

purposes of sharing a Spanish Teacher for the 2015-2016 school year whereas the Bloomsbury 

Board of Education will reimburse the Hampton Board of Education $24,511.20 of the total 

cost of the overall pay and benefit package of Mrs. Ana Zambrano who will serve as the 

Spanish Teacher of record.     

 

C. Consent Agenda Motion: PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 

Motion made by Peggy Shelton, seconded by Craig Levesque, to approve the following personnel 

affairs agenda items 3.1;  

 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   

   

3.1 To approve Melissa Donofrio to provide behavior analysis consultation services during the 

2015-16 school year at a rate of $125/hour. 

 

D. Consent Agenda Motion:  SCHOOL AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Peggy Shelton, seconded by Craig Levesque, to approve the following 

school affairs agenda items 4.1 through 4.3; 

 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   

 

4.1 To approve a 2015-2016 tuition contract with the Warren County Technical School for 

one regular education student at an annual tuition rate of $3,600, plus a prior year 

adjustment of $2,300, for an overall tuition cost of $5,900. 

4.2 To approve a tuition contract for placement of the identified student in the Phillipsburg 

School District’s alternative learning school program at an annual tuition rate of 

$14,909. 

 

4.3 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 

 Matt Garfein to EPA/AHERA Training on 8/14/15 in Ocean, NJ.  Cost is $250 registration 

fee and mileage expense of $47.74 (154 miles @ $.31/mile). 
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VIII. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Rebecca Petri asked if the Board might set up dates for workshops, utilize executive 

sessions during meetings or explore any other alternative avenue to discuss various topics 

that might not necessarily be on an agenda.  Which method the Board utilized for such 

discussion would depend on what the topics were.  Future topics for discussion would be 

run through the Board President. 

 

As it is Bloomsbury’s turn to have a representative on the Phillipsburg Board of Education 

in 2016, the Board discussed potential representatives. 

 

IX. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 

 

X. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:21 

pm on a motion by Kevin Kerfoot, seconded by Rebecca Petri. 

 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Tim Mantz      _________________________ 

Board Secretary/B.A.     Board Member  


