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I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Karyn Frey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent      
President, Karyn Frey      
Vice-President, Marianne Treanor    
Marnie Carrick  
Rebecca Petri 
Kiersten Robbins 
   
Others Present 
Albert Purdy, Interim Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
Flag Salute  
 
Karen Frey read the following statement: 
 

A quorum of the Bloomsbury Elementary School Board of Education met with the Delaware 
Valley Regional High School Board of Education on Monday, 17 September 2012 at 7 p.m. 
This meeting was not publicly advertised by the Bloomsbury Board of Education and was a 
violation of the Open Public Meetings Law.  I’m asking the members in attendance to 
provide minutes for the meeting, which will be made public after being approved by the 
Board. 

 
II. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 

A.  Principal Position – Shared CSA 
Mr. Purdy told the Board that he has received 34 applications for the principal opening 
to date and expects more as the deadline is September 24th.  He asked the Board how 
they would like to proceed.  It was determined that Mr. Purdy would do the initial 
applicant screening and first round of interviews with Kiersten Robbins and Rebecca 
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Petri becoming involved during the second round of interviews.  Once finalists have 
been selected the full Board would participate in the final interviews and selection.   
 
Mr. Purdy said that he hoped to have a principal in place by January or February so that 
the new hire would have time to meet and acclimate themselves to the staff and school  
while become familiar with new teacher evaluation system as the model will be 
determined and put in place before a principal is hired.  Mr. Purdy asked what salary 
range the Board was considering for the position as it will be asked by candidates.  The 
Board has yet to establish a salary range.   
 
When targeting potential matches for sharing a CSA, the Board felt it best to reach out 
to a CSA who has a contract dictated by the current cap structure and is working in 
Hunterdon County so that person would only deal with one NJDOE County office.  Mr. 
Purdy suggested that the Board also be mindful of which teacher evaluation system that 
CSA will be using in their home district.   
 

B. Visits to Delaware Valley Regional High School (DVRHS) 
Marianne Treanor stated the Bloomsbury BOE had been invited to the previous DVRHS 
Board meeting.  Ms. Treanor, Marnie Carrick, Rebecca Petri and Kiersten Robbins 
attended the meeting to ask questions.  The topics discussed were the number of AP 
offerings at DVRHS, programs, such as marching band, in which 8th grade students 
were able to participate in, the DVRHS Board pays for students to take the AP exams, 
the opportunities for students to receive additional help after school if necessary as well 
as the various after school activities and clubs available.  DVRHS participates in the 
“iUniversity” program allowing students to participate in classes online, offers a dual 
enrollment program with RVCC and provides an option for students to attend PolyTech 
on a split day basis.  DVRHS also has its own fleet of buses that they contract out.  
DVRHS offers a special services in-house program which teaches life skills to special 
education students who have the ability to remain in the program until they turn 21.  
Once they have concluded the program, DVRHS will help with job placement.  DVRHS 
told the Bloomsbury Board members that they would be willing to work with the 
Bloomsbury community to make a potential transition as smooth as possible.  The 
DVRHS attorney also commented that 100% of such petitions to sever a relationship 
with one school to establish and alternate relationship have been successful since 1988.  
However, every one of those had community backing. 
 

C. Visit to Phillipsburg High School (PHS) 
Phillipsburg Superintendent George Chando and High School Principal Greg Troxell 
invited the Bloomsbury Board to visit the high school during school hours.  Karyn Frey 
asked for the members to come up with days in which they might be available.  Ms. 
Frey, Marnie Carrick, Rebecca Petri and Kiersten Robbins will make themselves 
available when necessary while Marianne Treanor is not available during the day.  Ms. 
Treanor would be able to schedule a separate appointment conducive to her schedule.   
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D. Feasibility Study 
Karyn Frey stated that she had spoken to Jeff Scott, the NJDOE Hunterdon County 
Executive County Superintendent regarding the feasibility study and steps leading up to 
filing a petition to sever the agreement with PHS.  Mr. Scott believed that the severance 
might be premature and suggested that the Board visit both PHS and DVRHS first as 
well as consider polling the current choice families at Bloomsbury to get a sense of their 
feelings on the matter.  As Greenwich and Lopatcong will become choice schools in 
2013-14, coupled with the fact the Bloomsbury choice population has declined since the 
2011-12 school year, the affect any potential change would have on Bloomsbury’s 
choice population is a major issue.   
 
The Board discussed the possibility of holding a referendum vote on the possibility of 
switching high schools.  Marianne Treanor said that she was on the fence as to hold a 
public vote or not.  While she believes that the town should have a say she is concerned 
that those who do not currently have children that would be affected might not vote with 
the best interest of the students in mind.  It is the Board’s job to do that.  Kiersten 
Robbins concurred with this opinion. 
 
Karyn Frey said that the feasibility study, which the Board paid $20,000 for, concluded 
that all four of the school analyzed where comparable; this is what the State would look 
at when considering a decision.  While member of the Board might disagree with the 
study, the State might not weigh the Board’s opinion over the conclusion of the study.   
 
The Board discussed the possibility of DVRHS tuition rate being cheaper going forward 
than PHS and wondered if a scenario might exist where Bloomsbury could have 
send/receive agreements with both high schools thus giving graduating students a 
choice.  This would result in dual tuition bills although the credits owed to Bloomsbury 
by PHS would help to initially offset the costs.   
 
Kiersten Robbins stated that she was not comfortable with the financial stability of PHS 
going forward.  Ms. Frey asked if the financial stability of DVRHS could be vouched 
for with more confidence.  Rebecca Petri agreed with Ms. Robbins saying that PHS 
receives over 70% of their revenue in state aid compared to approximately 25% for 
DVRHS.   
 

E. Multiple Contracts 
The Board discussed the possibility of entering into send/receive agreements with both 
PHS and DVRHS and giving each student a choice as to which school to attend after 
graduating from Bloomsbury.  The discussed the Neptune School District which 
currently offers such an option.  However, as it was very specific in nature and not a 
general choice between multiple high schools, the scenario most likely is inapplicable to 
Bloomsbury.  To pursue two send/receive agreements the Board would have to 
approach both PHS and DVRHS for their cooperation.   
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The Board discussed obstacles, such as curriculum articulation from the 8th grade into 
high school, to this being a viable solution.  The Board wanted to investigate this as an 
option.  Karyn Frey said she would reach out to both high schools.   
 
The Board felt that, with more schools becoming choice districts, Bloomsbury would be 
negatively affected regardless of which high school they ultimately sent their students 
to.  However, they said more choice schools in the area would also provide Bloomsbury 
parents other options once their children were ready to enter the middle school. 

 
F. Budgeting 

The Board discussed the possible financial impact going forward should the Board opt 
to switch high schools.  Specifically, the discussion revolved the district’s choice 
population and current level of state choice aid and the impact it would have on the 
district as a whole should either be negatively affected. 
 

G. Board Communication 
Marianne Treanor stated that the Board should discuss ways to communicate better with 
each other as well as with the public.  The majority believed that the Board President 
should convey the majority opinion of the Board in public and media.   
 
Ms. Treanor specifically referred to a quote from Karyn Frey in a newspaper saying the 
additional $70,000 cost the feasibility study concluded would come with a switch from 
PHS to DVRHS would result in an increase in taxes or come through the cutting of 
school programs.  As Ms. Treanor claimed that neither scenario was discussed amongst 
the Board it should not have been represented in the paper.  Marnie Carrick felt the 
Board should be on the same page when dealing with the media and that it was 
inappropriate to use the financial numbers from the feasibility study in lieu of more 
recent facts.  Karyn Frey referred to comments by Kiersten Robbins made at the joint 
meeting with DVRHS stating that the Bloomsbury Board was ready to move forward.  
Ms. Carrick claimed a statement at a public meeting is not the same as one made to a 
reporter in a one on one interview.  Ms. Frey stated that she did not believe the public 
differentiated between the two. 
 
The majority stated that they believe the President should express the majority opinion 
of the Board.  Ms. Frey then asked that they give her speaking points so as to be better 
prepared when contacted by a reporter.  The Board decided it would be better if the 
President responded “no comment” to reporter’s questions and issued her personal 
opinions at public meetings.   
 
Regardless of personal opinions, the Board agreed it had to continue to work together in 
dealing with the high school issue.  Ms. Frey asked that all email correspondence adhere 
to the district’s electronic use policy and that, if the members continued to use email as 
a method of communication, the Business Administrator should be copied on all 
electronic correspondence for archiving purposes.   
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The Board then discussed the possibility of holding a referendum to permit the town to 
voice its opinion in the form of a vote as to switch from PHS to DVRHS.  Special 
elections can be held on the 4th Tuesday of January, 2nd Tuesday of March, last Tuesday 
in September or the 2nd Tuesday in December.  A question can also be place on the 
November ballot.  To hold an election or place a question on the November ballot, the 
County Clerk would need to provide notice 60 days before any of the dates listed above.  
Should Bloomsbury hold a special election it would bear the cost.  If a special election 
is held, the results of the vote would be binding. 
 
Marnie Carrick supports not holding a referendum as she believes that the majority 
opinion may not be taking what is best for the children into account.  She said that if the 
public does not agree with her educational opinions they have the right and ability to 
vote her out of the seat at the next election.   
 
Rebecca Petri supports not holding a vote as she does not want to start a precedent.  She 
said that the Board is confronted with a lot of big decisions involving the school and 
that the town can not be able to vote on all of them.   
 
The Board discussed surveying the town rather than holding an election but were 
apprehensive given the low completion percentage of previous surveys coupled with the 
numerous control factors that the Board would have to consider.   

 
III. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Bert Furnari reminded the Board of its mission statement and stated that the town really 
needed to have a say in this decision.  He believes that he has not heard everything that the 
Board has to say because he has yet to hear the facts on which the Board members are 
basing their opinions on.  He asked where the financial numbers the Board is attributing to 
DVRHS are from.  He would prefer the Board maintain its relationship with Phillipsburg 
and stated that it was the Board’s responsibility to prove to the town that DVRHS is the 
better place for Bloomsbury’s children.  Supporting their opinions with “I think” is not 
enough.  
 
Jen Petrillo said that the Board should be allowed to make a decision regarding the high 
school and that it should not be put out to vote as there is too much emotion behind the 
issue.  Her son went to the Warren County Technical School as she felt he would have 
fallen through the cracks at PHS.  DVRHS has a smaller population which she thinks would 
result in more teacher attentiveness towards the students.  Ms. Petrillo believes that PHS is 
broken and it is time for a change. 
 
Matt Korbobo went to PHS as did his father and brother.  His son is currently attending 
PHS and he would like his daughter to have the opportunity to go there as well.  Mr. 
Korbobo said that if Bloomsbury switches to DVRHS he would enroll his children in 
Greenwich through the choice option.  At the very least, he believes the students should be 
able to choose between PHS and DVRHS rather than simply switching to DVRHS.  Mr. 
Korbobo supported commissioning the feasibility study but feels that no switch should be 
made without a definitive, clear understanding of the financial impact.  He supports a town 
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vote as he thinks that five people should not be afforded the right to decide his children’s 
educational future.   
 
George Tuxhorn said that he and his children went to PHS and believes that there are pros 
and cons regarding both PHS and DVRHS.  If possible, he believes that every parent should 
have the right to choose which high school their children went to as he does not believe the 
Board should be able to dictate the educational path of other people’s children.  Even if the 
petition was filed, there is no certainty that the NJDOE Commissioner of Education would 
approve the switch.   
 
Ilse Goshen said that recently Hunterdon County high schools have been approved as 
choice schools and asked if DVRHS has considered this option.  Karyn Frey said that the 
DVRHS Board had discussed applying to become a choice school but the decision has been 
put on hold.   
 
Michelle Evanowski wants her children to go to DVRHS however she is concerned with 
this issue dividing the Bloomsbury community.  She asked that the Board look into the 
possibility of giving each student the option of going to either PHS or DVRHS.  
 
Nicole Walen said she was initially worried about sending her children to PHS.  However, 
she was comforted after attending an 8th grade orientation presented by a PHS guidance 
counselor.  She suggested that the Board hear the presentation.  Ms. Walen also said that 
Board must be sensitive to how a switch in high schools might affect the choice program 
going forward. 
 
Mary Lee recognizes the time and effort the Board has put into this but believes that the 
choice issue must be addressed before contemplating a switch in high schools as keeping 
the Bloomsbury School open is much more important.  She said that the Board should allow 
the town to vote.   
 
Eva Baranowski said that the opinions of the four Board members in favor of switching are 
not based on personal experience.  She also said that that the NJDOE Commissioner might 
deny a petition to sever the agreement with PHS because there are now Hunterdon County 
choice high schools. 
 
Vicki Papics said the Board should stay with PHS and asked how many Board seats were 
up in November. 
 
Aaron Murray asked if DVRHS has a program to help students graduate and if the Board 
had a deadline to make a decision. 
 
Sarah Dickinson opposes a town vote as she believes that everyone in town does not 
necessarily have the best interests of the children in mind.  She asked if it would be possible 
to poll just the parents of Bloomsbury students.  She also asked if the Board could poll the 
choice student families to gauge how a change in high schools might affect their decision to 
keep their children in Bloomsbury.  Ms. Dickinson said that Greenwich becoming a choice 
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school is concern as well.  Ms. Dickinson asked the Board if they had been able to get a 
definitive answer as to what special education programs that PHS offers. 
 
Dennis Kane was concerned that switching high schools would split his children.  He 
inquired as to the status of the new PHS high school construction.  Mr. Kane stated that he 
is concerned with the expanding choice program across the state and how it would 
ultimately affect Bloomsbury’s bottom line.   

 
IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Rebecca Petri, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 8:50 pm to 
discuss Legal issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

V. RECONVENE 

Motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Kiersten Robbins, that the Board of Education returns 
to regular session at 9:50 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 
VI. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:55 
p.m. on a motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Kiersten Robbins. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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