
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – September 11, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved October 9, 2012 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Karyn Frey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Karyn Frey read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent      
President, Karyn Frey      
Vice-President, Marianne Treanor 
Marnie Carrick    
Rebecca Petri 
Kiersten Robbins 
   
Others Present 
Albert Purdy, Interim Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
Paul Barger, Board Attorney 
 
Flag Salute  

 
Moment of silence in recognition of 9/11. 

 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Kiersten Robbins, to table the following resolution: 
 
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE FILING OF PETITION TO SEVER SEND/RECEIVE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE  
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION AND THE PHILLIPSBURG BOARD OF 
EDUCATION 
 

WHEREAS, the Bloomsbury Board of Education, (hereinafter “Board”) with administrative offices located 
at 20 Main Street, Bloomsbury, New Jersey 08804,  provides public school educational services to school-aged 
children from Kindergarten through and including eighth (8th) grade; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Board operates one (1) school, the Bloomsbury Elementary School; and    
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WHEREAS, the Board sends its high school-aged students to Phillipsburg High School in accordance with a 
send/receive agreement between with the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Board commissioned a study by the Southern Regional Institute & Educational Technology 
Training Center (hereinafter, “SRI & ETTC”) to determine the feasibility of severing the relationship between the 
Board and the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and   
 

WHEREAS, representatives from SRI&ETTC presented the feasibility study to the public at the Board’s 
regularly-scheduled meeting on June 25, 2012; and    
 

WHEREAS, the Board did not take any formal action regarding its send/receive relationship with the 
Phillipsburg Board of Education at its June 25, 2012 meeting; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board contacted the Delaware Valley Regional High School District Board of Education 
about the possibility of the Board entering into a send/receive relationship to send District students to the Delaware 
Valley Regional High School; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Delaware Valley Regional School District Board of Education expressed interest in 
accepting high-school aged Bloomsbury students on a tuition basis pursuant to a send-receive agreement; and   
 

WHEREAS, the Board, in accordance with N.J.S.A. 18A:38-13, must petition the Commissioner of 
Education in order to sever its send/receive relationship with the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Board allowed for public comment on the matter at its regularly-scheduled public meeting 
on September 11, 2012; and 
   

NOW THEREFORE, the Board hereby resolves to authorize legal counsel, Kalac & Barger, to file a petition 
to sever the Board’s send/receive relationship with the Phillipsburg Board of Education; and  
 

NOW, THEREFORE, FURTHER authorizes the Superintendent, the Business Administrator/Board 
Secretary and legal counsel to commence negotiations with the Delaware Valley Regional School District Board of 
Education to develop a Memorandum of Understanding regarding a send/receive relationship between the Districts. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote.   
 
II. PRESENTATION 

Paul Barger outlined the process moving forward should the Board opt to file the petition 
to sever the send/receive relationship with the Phillipsburg Board of Education.  He stated 
that by doing so, this did not mean that Bloomsbury students would now be attending the 
Delaware Valley Regional High School (DVRHS) rather than the Phillipsburg High 
School (PHS).  The petition, which would include the feasibility study, would set the 
process in motion at the State level while also allowing the Bloomsbury Board to withdraw 
the petition at any time.  Filing the petition, thus bringing it to the attention of the State, 
could help Bloomsbury gain useful information in order to present a clearer factual picture 
of the potential obstacles to changing to DVRHS.   
 
Mr. Barger explained that should the petition be filed, the Board would be summoned to 
Administrative Court in order to defend its stance to sever the current relationship with 
PHS.  PHS would have the opportunity to present a counter argument to Bloomsbury’s 
leaving should they feel so inclined.  The entire process would take time to complete. 
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Ultimately, no change would be permitted without the approval of the NJ Commissioner of 
Education. 
 
Mr. Barger explained that if Bloomsbury did enter into a send/receive with DVRHS, those 
students currently attending PHS would be grandfathered for up to three years.   
 
Mr. Barger took questions from the public regarding the process of Bloomsbury moving 
forward to file the petition.  
 
If a family were to have one student in PHS and another in grade school, would the one 
student remain at PHS while the other forced to attend DVRHS?  Mr. Barger said that this 
was undecided at the moment but would need to be addressed in the future. 
 
If members of the public felt that feasibility study was not thorough enough to make a 
decision, would public comments stating as such be included in the petition?  Mr. Barger 
said they could be included. 
 
What criteria would be used by the DOE to make a decision?  Mr. Barger said that the 
DOE would judge the request based on “feasibility” regarding such things as finances, 
student enrollment, academic environment and racial make-up.   
 
If the petition is filed, how much money in additional legal fees would the district incur?  
Mr. Barger said he didn’t know, as many factors would play a role.  If the process was 
smooth and relatively quick the cost might be in the $5,000 range while if it was a drawn 
out dispute requiring a defense from Bloomsbury costs could be closer to $20,000. 
 
If Bloomsbury were to switch to DVRHS, would the switch result in higher annual 
expenses?  Mr. Barger said that he did not know definitively but said it was likely.   
 
If a petition was filed to sever the relationship with PHS, when would the process 
ultimately end?  Mr. Barger said it would end when the NJDOE Commissioner makes a 
decision.  Would that decision be binding?  Mr. Barger said the district could file a second 
petition but that would not really make sense in lieu of the first decision. 
 
If the public would be allowed to vote on whether or not to switch high schools, would the 
result of that vote be binding?  Mr. Barger said that the results of a vote would not be 
binding and that regardless of vote results the Board would have the capacity to still move 
to file the petition. 
 
Will the State have up to date information when considering the petition?  Mr. Barger said 
that the State will gather as much information as they can and that he would also ensure 
that the State has current information during the decision making process. 
 
Can there be a public hearing at the State level?  Mr. Barger responded no.   
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If a switch was made that resulted in an expense increase that would push the budget to 
grow by more than 2%, would the town be allowed to vote on the budget?  Mr. Barger said 
the town only votes if the tax levy increases by more than 2%.   
 
How much money did the feasibility study cost?  Mr. Mantz said that the Southern 
Regional Institute & Educational Technology Training Center was paid $20,000 to conduct 
the study.   
 
If the petition were to be filed and ultimately approved by the Commissioner of Education, 
what would the timeline for the actual switching to DVRHS be?  Mr. Barger said the 
earliest date would likely be 9/1/13. 
 
What is the process to allow the community to vote on a potential high school switch with 
the results of that vote being a binding result on the Board?  Mr. Barger said that the Board 
would have to allow for that to happen.  He reiterated that a public vote is not required and 
that the Board ultimately decides what to do.   
 
Has there been any precedent set of conducting a public vote in other communities that 
sought to establish a new send/receive relationship?  Mr. Barger said that, while he was not 
aware of such an occurrence, he could not say that it has never happened before. 
 
Would the current PHS and Warren County Vocational School students be able to stay at 
their current high schools?  Mr. Barger said that they would be grandfathered in at those 
places. 
 
If the Board decides to severe the current PHS relationship and establishes a send/receive 
agreement with DVRHS and that change has a significant tax impact on the town, would 
the taxpayers be able file suit based on illegal use of taxpayer funds?  Mr. Barger it would 
depend on the circumstances surrounding the case.  The Board members are elected to 
make decisions. 
 
How much money has been spent on attorney’s fees directly associated with the feasibility 
study and potential high school switch?  Mr. Mantz said that Board has paid approximately 
$11,000 to date in attorney’s fees. 
 
Mr. Barger alluded to the fact that Board members are elected officials who have the 
authority to make decisions.  What if the Board member was appointed?  Mr. Barger said 
that sitting Board members, elected or appointed, have the capacity to make decisions and 
move forward with filing the petition. 
 

III. BOE COMMENT 
Kiersten Robbins stated that she was an appointed member of the Board who has put in a 
lot of time and effort since becoming a Board member.  She said that public outcry against 
the Board’s effort was hurtful and, when she submitted her letter of interest to fill a vacant 
Board seat, did not recall anyone else stepping up to fill the position.  Ms. Robbins said 
that she was in favor of switching to DVRHS has she believed the school provided 
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enhanced education opportunities, better community involvement and prepared their 
students more thoroughly for college.  She claimed that although the Board did not have all 
of the answers yet, moving forward with the petition would allow the Board to garner more 
information especially regarding the issue of choice.  Ms. Robbins said that she did not 
necessarily believe that DVRHS would be more expensive as she personally reached out to 
Dr. Elizabeth Nastus, Superintendent of DVRHS, who told her that the school currently 
charges $12,428 per regular education student compared to the $13,200 that Bloomsbury 
was currently paying per student to PHS.   
 
Marnie Carrick said that had served as a Board member for 5-1/2 years and felt that it was 
in the best interest of the town’s children to explore alternate options for high school.  She 
was in favor of filing the petition as a way to gather more information so that an informed 
decision could be made.  Ms. Carrick said she was not convinced that DVRHS would 
actually be more expensive than PHS as the per pupil rate Bloomsbury is currently paying 
to PHS exceeds what DVRHS is charging.  Additionally, she believes that the PHS tuition 
rate will increase rapidly in years to come supported by the fact that PHS charging $13,200 
for the current school year compared to $11,200 charged in 2011-12.  Furthermore, once 
the new high school is built, the tuition would likely jump again causing local tax 
ramifications.  Ms. Carrick stated that she has done her own research outside of the 
feasibility study that has shown that DVRHS is equal to or better than PHS in a vast 
majority of comparisons.  She will continue to seek out additional information. 
 
Marianne Treanor thanked everyone in the audience for coming and explained that the 
motion to file the petition was tabled so that the public would have an opportunity to 
express their opinions.  As a Board member, she was elected to act in the best interest of 
the town’s children which is why she is favor of filing the petition.  By doing so, the Board 
would be able to compile additional information while maintaining the option to withdraw 
the petition to switch high schools at any time.  Ms. Treanor said that she is basing her 
decision on facts rather than personal opinion and believes that, as Bloomsbury is located 
in Hunterdon County, the students should attend a Hunterdon County high school.  She 
said that research has shown that DVRHS has exceeded PHS in such categories as 
percentage of students who take the AP tests, higher HESPA scores, higher SAT scores, 
higher percentage of students who go to college, higher percentage of staff with advanced 
degrees and a lower drop out rate. 
 
Karyn Frey said she has been a Board member for eleven years and she has a daughter who 
is a senior at PHS.  Her daughter participates in numerous extracurricular activities and is 
top 5% in her class.  Of the four AP classes her daughter is enrolled in, two of them are not 
offered at DVRHS.  She believes that the math and science focus is much stronger at PHS 
and that, while a lower percentage of students may take the AP tests at PHS, a greater 
percentage pass than at DVRHS.  PHS gives students the opportunity to earn credits from 
four year colleges while still in high school which is not available at DVRHS.  Ms. Frey is 
also concerned that future 8th graders would not be afforded the opportunity to participate 
in the PHS honors math program nor would the Bloomsbury Board of Education be able to 
have a seated member on the DVRHS Board of Education.  Ms. Frey stated that the Board 
does not know definitive costs related to switching to DVRHS and how they might 
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escalate in the years to come.  Perhaps more importantly, the Board does not know how 
this might negatively affect Bloomsbury’s choice population which could result in less 
state choice aid.  Ms. Frey stated that she wants the town to vote on whether or not to 
switch as a decision of this magnitude should not be decided by five people.   
 
Rebecca Petri was appointed to the Board to fill a vacant seat and has enjoyed her 
experience.  She is in favor of filing the petition to sever the relationship with PHS as she 
believes that DVRHS would provide a better education for Bloomsbury’s children, an 
opinion she expressed was backed up repeatedly in the feasibility study.  Ms. Petri said that 
DVRHS holds a higher state ranking than PHS by a wide margin, DVRHS has smaller 
class sizes and fosters a better feeling of community and that a higher percentage of 
students take the SAT test which equates to more college oriented students.  She does not 
think that PHS offers as many opportunities to all students and the DVRHS is more 
innovative than PHS.  Mrs. Petri believed that any increase in cost would be insignificant 
in contrast to Bloomsbury’s budget as a whole and would be partially be offset by the 
increase of property values within Bloomsbury. 

 
IV.  PUBLIC COMMENT 

Basil Homa asked the Board what the reason for the change was.  Did they discover that 
the education at Phillipsburg had become unsatisfactory?  Did any of the Board members 
have a personal experience which would prompt them to explore a change? 
 
Marianne Treanor stated that she wanted to provide the best possible educational 
opportunities for Bloomsbury’s children. 
 
Mr. Homa stated that it appeared as if a lot of time and cost had gone into commissioning 
the feasibility study on top of the Board’s personal research.  He asked what the driving 
force behind this was.   
 
Marianne Treanor said community survey results helped propel the Board into undertaking 
this project.   
 
Mr. Homa said that he was on the Bloomsbury Board of Education in 1980 and that Board 
looked into a possible switch as a number of people at that time bought houses with a 
Hunterdon County expectation.  The NJDOE denied the switch.  He personally put three 
kids through Bloomsbury and described the experience as a “cozy education”.  PHS 
exposed his children to diversity and different points of view.  He warned the Board to be 
careful with relying solely on statistics partially due to not having personal experience with 
PHS.  He requested the town be allowed to vote on a switch. 
 
Karen Gliniecki thanked the Board for the job they perform.  She cautioned that iPads in 
DVRHS does not necessarily equal innovation and by doing so does not result in an apt 
comparison.  She said that a bus route to DVRHS would be a hard trip and believes that the 
feasibility study did not appropriately reflect the routes.  Ms. Gliniecki told the Board that 
she was concerned that the Board has not filled the open seat on the PHS Board of 

 
6 



BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes-September 11, 2012 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved October 9, 2012 
 

Education as she has a daughter currently attending PHS who is not being represented at 
the high school by anyone from Bloomsbury.   
 
Marianne Treanor said that bus route times in the feasibility were valid as Mr. Weber drove 
the routes.  Ms. Treanor said that the Board did accept the PHS Board seat.  Rebecca Petri 
stated that Bloomsbury would appoint a representative to the PHS Board of Education at 
the Board’s re-organizational meeting in January. 
 
Bob Gliniecki thanked the Board for the job that they do.  He said that the statistics 
presented in the feasibility study represent a “blue collar” aspect that is represented in PHS.  
However, he believes that diversity is a good thing and the college bound students from 
PHS do well.  Mr. Gliniecki said that State rankings are influenced by facilities.  As 
DVRHS is newer they would get a boost in the rankings as a result.  This will be evened 
out when PHS new high school is completed, a high school paid for completely through 
state funding.  Mr. Gliniecki stated that the Board must allow the town to vote on switching 
high schools as the Board is morally responsible to listen to the town.  The town’s people 
will be accepting at whatever result comes from a vote.  He believes that Bloomsbury’s 
children perform well at PHS and that the Board should take their opinion into 
consideration.  He stated that the Board must be objective.   
 
Colleen Boyle said that she has a son who is a Junior at PHS and a son who has graduated 
and is doing PhD work in Chemistry in Ithica, NY.  She expressed her belief that the town 
must be able to vote on a potential switch.  She said that Bloomsbury’s children make 
connections through the local recreation program which makes the transition to PHS easier.  
If move to DVRHS what would happen to this program?  She stated that PHS is a good 
school and the statistics are not a fair representation.   
 
Marnie Carrick and Karyn Frey said they did not know what would happen with the 
recreation program.  It was something that would need to be considered. 
 
Sarah Dickinson moved to Bloomsbury for suburban setting.  She previously lived in a 
PHS sending district but left as she did not want her children attending PHS.  She would 
like to see Bloomsbury’s students attend a Hunterdon County high school as she believes 
they are more excelled, better technology in the schools and that the budget impact to 
Bloomsbury would be minimal as the district would gain more choice aid as the choice 
population would grow as a result of the switch.  Currently, parents are taking their 
children out of Bloomsbury and sending them to other choice schools.  Switching high 
schools would bring these children back.  She said that community surveys were indeed 
sent out to which she replied.  Ms. Dickinson stated that the crowd in attendance this 
evening was quite a bit larger than the night in which the feasibility study was presented.  
She believes that the new PHS high school will increase tuition rates thus impacting local 
taxes.  Ms. Dickinson said that DVRHS would provide better educational opportunities and 
it has a smaller feel to it similar to Bloomsbury. 
 
Lauren Merring thanked the Board members for the work they do.  She believes that the 
line between those who support PHS or DVRHS is clearly drawn between those that have 
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experienced PHS and those who have not.  Initially she was uncomfortable sending her 
children to PHS but now that they are there she is extremely happy with the school.  Ms. 
Merring said that she would need more information than the feasibility study to convince 
her a change is beneficial to the town and believes that there are some Board members who 
have already made up their minds without visiting PHS.  She said that she has found 
multiple articles in the Democrat that do not shine a flattering light on DVRHS.  She also 
thinks that AP classes are important and that PHS has more of those classes to offer. 
 
Marnie Carrick said that the feasibility study presentation on June 26th was advertised town 
wide and that in the subsequent meetings after the presentation there was no public 
attendance.  She stated that DVRHS has a greater percentage of students who take and pass 
the AP tests. 
 
Lauren Fillebrown a former graduate of Bloomsbury, is now a Senior at PHS and a state 
FFA member.  She said that this opportunity would not have been possible at DVRHS as it 
does not offer a similar program and that the FFA program in Phillipsburg is the largest in 
the state. 
 
Rosemarie Mirabella said she was in favor of a move to DVRHS.  She stated that PHS is a 
good school but that fact was irrelevant as DVRHS was the better choice for Bloomsbury’s 
students and that the resulting cost increase would be marginal.  Ms. Mirabella stated that 
the town had experienced a socioeconomic downturn in recent years and that by keeping 
the children in Hunterdon County might reverse that.  She believes that bus ride to DVRHS 
would be shorter than the ride to PHS. 
 
Peggy Shelton has a student in Bloomsbury and is in favor of switching to DVRHS as, 
when all opportunities are considered, it is a better school.  In time the town would build a 
bond with DVRHS. 
 
Vicki Papics said that a small percentage of her taxes went to Hunterdon County.  She has 
two sons that have graduated from PHS and believes that children are taught values at 
home and that school is what each student makes of it.  The feasibility student indicated 
that there was “no clear choice” as to which high school is more appropriate and said that 
study did not specifically single out the performance of Bloomsbury students.  Ms. Papics 
said that PHS is not hurting property values in Bloomsbury.  If the Board is striving to get 
the community involved, they should let the town’s people vote.   
 
Mary Lee asked what the real financial numbers were.  The feasibility study indicated a 
$70,000 cost increase if the Board switched to DVRHS but believes that cost 
increase/decrease will be a sliding scale.  She asked what the real cost of tuition to each 
school would be.  She said that there would be additional busing costs as there would be a 
bus to each high school during the phase out period and that DVRHS does not offer an OP 
route.  She is also concerned with the issue of choice and how it would be affected if 
Bloomsbury would switch to DVRHS.  For 2012-13 Bloomsbury received $448,000 in 
choice state aid.  The Greenwich School District will be a “choice” school in 2013-14 and 
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she indicated if the school would lose that aid if the choice population dwindled.  She asked 
the Board if they had spoken with the current choice families to get their input.   
 
Kiersten Robbins she had spoken to the DVRHS Business Administrator who claimed that 
the municipal tax initiative they are currently going through will not affect a tuition based 
per pupil cost in any way.  The Business Administrator said that the DVRHS Board is not 
involved and that the discussion revolves around the distribution of the tax levy to the 
sending towns.  The levy itself would go unchanged.   
 
David Lee is a Senior at PHS who takes multiple AP classes.  PHS allows dual enrollment 
in PHS as well as WCCC which allow students to earn credits simultaneously.  He asked if 
DVRHS offered similar program.  The Board did not know.  Mr. Lee believes that the 
public should be allowed to vote as public opinion is necessary information that should be 
considered in making a decision. 
 
Matt Parker said that the dual enrollment opportunity at PHS allows students to earn 
college credits at WCCC while in PHS at no cost.  The credits are also eligible to be 
transferred to other colleges.  He said that the 8th grade AP math helped his transition to 
PHS.  Mr. Parker said that AP classes are not everything and that PHS teachers are willing 
to help all students with the OP period particularly allowing for one on one help. 
 
Marianne Treanor said that DVRHS offers an 8th grade math program as well. 
 
Megan Henry said she is not convinced that PHS is the best high school option.  She stated 
that PHS has a bad reputation and that she did not want her children to go there.  Ms. Henry 
believes the Board should continue investigating to see if DVRHS is the best option.  She 
said that PHS is an Abbott district which is not good. 
 
Paul Barger said that there are no longer any Abbott districts in the state. 
 
Hal Murray said that the real question is whether or not the outcome of a public vote would 
be a binding result on the Board or would five people still get to choose regardless.  He 
asked each Board member what there position on a town vote would be.   
 
Marnie Carrick said she believed that five Board members have earned the right to make 
that choice.  No other Board member expressed an opinion. 
 
Mr. Murray said that the belief that property values would increase in lieu of a switch is a 
misguided initiative and that the quality of education should be the top priority.  He 
believes the $70,000 would be better spent in district. 
 
Karen Murray referred to the Board’s mission statement, which proclaims the Board’s 
desire for a partnership with the parents and community.  If true, the Board will let the 
town vote.  Ms. Murray said that the district’s current budget was approximately $3 million 
and that 2% of that budget equates to $60,000 making the estimated $70,000 increase in 
costs to switch to DVRHS above the 2% cap.  She asked where the money would come as 
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Bloomsbury would then be responsible for two tuition payments and double busing.  To 
accommodate these additional costs the Bloomsbury school would be hurt.  Ms. Murray 
said she has seen multiple surveys on this issue and there has never been a clear majority in 
favor of switching high schools.  She again asked the Board to let the town vote.  She said 
that college was not for everyone and that the number of Bloomsbury students who will not 
go on to college will not change if they went to DVRHS.  She asked if the Board has 
spoken to any parent with a child in PHS that is unhappy.  By tabling the vote, what did 
that mean? 
 
Kiersten Robbins said that by tabling the vote the BOE would be able to discuss and digest 
the public input and use that information to best decide on how to proceed.   
 
Marianne Treanor said that the Board would be visiting DVRHS the following week.  She 
said that PHS has not invited the Board to visit.   
 
Eva Baranowski said that she previously lived in Bergen County and went to high school 
there.  Since moving to Bloomsbury, her children have attended PHS and she loved the 
school and the education her children received.  She said that PHS has a 22.8% minority 
population which has a real world value in terms of exposing children to diversity.  
DVRHS has a minority population of 5%.  Ms. Baranowski said that PHS has a longer 
instructional day, has more to offer and that the football program provides a sense of 
community.  She believes that the town she be afforded the opportunity to vote on this 
issue as it should not be decided by five people. 
 
Chris Smith said that it is important for people to inform their own opinions.  When he 
moved into Bloomsbury he heard that PHS was a good school.  He was appreciative that 
the motion to file the petition was tabled and he thinks that the children are served well at 
PHS.  Mr. Smith believes the Board should stay with PHS and allow the town to vote on 
the issue. 
 
Nicole Fulper is a student at PHS who said that the school is important to her.  The teachers 
are very helpful and supportive and the extra attention she has received is the reason she 
has succeeded.  She said that PHS drop out rate is a reflection of individual students and 
not the school.  
 
The BOE took a break from 9:15pm to 9:25pm. 
 
Joe Walen has a Sophomore at PHS and a younger daughter in the Bloomsbury school.  He 
fears that they will be split if the Board opts to switch high schools.  He said that the 8th 
grade math program with PHS is helpful for the transitioning to the high school.  He thinks 
the town should vote on the issue. 
 
Nicole Walen said her family could be potentially impacted if the switch in high schools 
takes place.  The feasibility study does not present Bloomsbury specific statistics which she 
felt was important as the study’s statistics as whole tend to point out the socioeconomic 
difference between PHS and DVRHS.  Ms. Walen believes the diversity at PHS is a 
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positive attribute and that the school challenges students academically.  She believes the 
town should be able to vote. 
 
Scott Parker said that he moved to Bloomsbury in 1990 and currently has a child who is a 
Junior in PHS and an 8th grader in Bloomsbury.  Mr. Parker said that he is not convinced 
that switching to DVRHS is a better option as the feasibility study shows the schools in 
question to be statistically equivalent thus there is no clear choice.  He believes that kids 
can succeed at either place.  He said that BOE must consider all students, not just those in 
AP classes, and wondered why the Board would switch just for the sake of switching.  Mr. 
Parker stated that DVRHS has a larger percentage of students who are non-proficient in 
language arts and math on standardized tests.  He also said that there are vacant homes 
everywhere, not just in Bloomsbury.  Which high school Bloomsbury’s students attend is 
not an issue.   
 
Marnie Carrick said that NJ Report Card information is online for the 2003-04 school year 
and up.  She stated that the vast majority of DVRHS statistics are better than PHS thus 
concluding that DVRHS outperforms PHS. 
 
Joan Parker said that switching high schools would split her family.  As the choice school 
issue is an important one and the repercussions are not clear, she thanked the Board for 
tabling the motion to file the petition.  She wants the town to vote on a potential switch. 
 
Ed Evanowski has lived in Bloomsbury for 20 years and whether or not to switch high 
schools has been a constant issue.  He trusts that Board, believes that they can make such a 
decision on their own and does not think a vote is necessary.  Mr. Evanowski said that PHS 
is overcrowded and that he has heard teachers complain about the conditions. 
 
Debbie Price thanked the Board for commissioning the feasibility study and said it was a 
long time coming.  She does not think that diversity is that big of a factor as it is her job to 
educate her children on that.  Values come from home, not learned in high school.  She 
stated that she did not believe the statistics were relevant and that she wanted her children 
surrounded by like-minded students in terms of striving to go to college and succeeding.  
This is a major priority.  While she is not necessarily in favor of switching now, she would 
like the Board to continue to research DVRHS.  She has spoken to happy parents who have 
children at both high schools.  Ms. Price said that she had faith the Board could make this 
decision. 
 
Sue Galuppo said that two of her three children were out of high school and that the third 
would be grandfathered, so the decision would ultimately not have any affect on her.  She 
said that BOE members should put themselves in the public’s position and agree to allow a 
town vote. 
 
Mike Galuppo stated that the feasibility study concluded that there was no clear choice 
meaning the Board has more work to do.  He has a daughter who initially attended Notre 
Dame for high school.  However, after starting at Notre Dame she moved back to PHS and 
received better educational support there enabling her to thrive at PHS.  Mr. Galuppo 
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discussed District Factor Groups (DFG) and said that schools in lower DFGs usually do 
worse on standardized tests, which most likely account for some of the lower statistics at 
PHS.  He said that PHS does better than most other districts within the same DFG.   
 
 
Tom Matthews said that there have been similar studies to the feasibility study done in the 
past that never resulted in anything happening.  The most recent study succinctly concluded 
that there was no clear choice thus there is not an overwhelming reason to leave PHS.  He 
stated that Bloomsbury’s choice population and revenue were critical to the school’s well 
being and, if altered on top of the increased cost to attend DVRHS, the Bloomsbury School 
would be negatively affected.  While he understands that, should the petition be filed the 
Board has the opportunity to withdraw it at anytime, it would be hard to take back a request 
to “sever” the relationship with PHS.  As Mr. Matthews believes the school will lose some 
choice students to Greenwich, he is concerned that switching high schools could be the 
breaking point for Bloomsbury. 
 
Katy Frey is a Senior at PHS who was in the 8th grade math program which she believed 
eased her transition into PHS.  She said that high school is what students make of it and 
that students could achieve or fail anywhere.  The trailers are great and actually provide a 
better learning environment.  She said that Board should visit PHS before making a 
decision as it is a great school. 
 
Sam Galuppo is a Junior at PHS who said that the teachers are very helpful, the school 
provides many opportunities to get help and succeed to any student who seeks it.  He said 
PHS is a community, not just a school. 
 
Fiona Furnari is a Junior at PHS and currently #2 in her class.  She said that the classes are 
extremely competitive and challenging.  She is very fond of the teachers, educational 
environment and believes that PHS provides many opportunities.  She stated that new AP 
classes have been introduced and that if a student wants to succeed, PHS is the place to be. 
 
Heather Stenger said that the town should be allowed to vote on a potential high school 
switch.  She said that feasibility is lacking as it does specifically pull out the Bloomsbury 
students.  The Bloomsbury students have performed well at PHS.  Ms. Stenger said that the 
Board members who have children in Bloomsbury should talk to parents with students in 
PHS.  She read letters from previous Bloomsbury and PHS students currently college 
showing their support for PHS. 
 
Ilse Goshen said that it was good to table the motion as there is no rush to push a switch 
through.  She stated the town should have a chance to vote on this. 
 
Tom Riley said that the public must be allowed to vote on a potential switch.  He asked 
what the bottom line financial impact would be if change to DVRHS and is there a way to 
quantify the socioeconomic family impact on Bloomsbury if the town did switch.   
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Ana Furnari is a Freshman at PHS and said that her participation in the 8th grade math 
program last year helped her transition into the high school.  Although she was aware of 
PHS bad reputation, once she got there she quickly realized that the negative stereotypes 
were incorrect and not deserved.  The teachers and trailers are great and it is easy to 
surround yourself with other students like you. 
 
Emma Walen is a Sophomore at PHS and said that the 8th grade math program helped her 
transition into PHS.  She said that teachers are always happy and willing to help. 
 
Lydia Goshen is a Freshman at PHS and really enjoys the high school.  She said that 
Bloomsbury students do well there. 
 
Wilfredo Romaro, who is a student at PHS, said that the high school is a very friendly 
environment likening it to a family atmosphere.  He said that PHS offers a lot of 
educational opportunities and has good teachers. 
 
Julie Cherichello has a daughter who graduated from PHS.  Initially her daughter was 
worried about attending the high school but loved it once she was there.  The diversity PHS 
provides is a vital element that gives students a good perspective.  She stated that five 
people should not make this decision and that the town should be able to vote. 
 
Eve Hart said that her children did not attend the Bloomsbury School.  After comparing 
PHS with non-public schools, her son is currently a Freshman at PHS and she believes the 
school is a good match for him.  Ms. Hart stated that she was on the fence as to which 
school is better and that the Board would need more information before moving forward in 
any capacity.   
 
Matt Hall has three children currently attending the Bloomsbury School.  He stated that the 
feasibility study showed that DVRHS was better educationally than PHS as it outperformed 
PHS in the majority of the statistical categories.  Mr. Hall believes that Bloomsbury and 
PHS are not evolving with how subject matter is taught while DVRHS is more forward 
thinking and educationally evolving.  He believed that the study was worth the money and 
that the Board should be allowed to make this decision on its own.  He stated that the PHS 
had a higher failure rate in language arts and math than DVRHS. 
 
Bert Furnari said that he was concerned with the math and science programs at DVRHS as 
he believed that PHS was stronger in these areas.  He said that DVRHS is stronger in 
language arts but believes the math and science were more important for a student to 
successfully move forward.  Mr. Furnari said that the PHS state rankings have improved in 
recent years while DVRHS has declined.   
 
Kiersten Robbins said that Dr. Nastus at DVRHS acknowledged this and said that the 
administration was investigating as to why it was happening.  Larger class sizes in recent 
years might have played a role. 
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Patricia Fitzpatrick said that the current PHS building opened in 1930 and that her 
granddaughter was part of the 130th graduating class.  DVRHS was opened in 1959.  She 
stated that the feasibility study showed that PHS had more course offerings than DVRHS 
and that the majority of PHS 2012 graduating class would move on to college.  She asked 
why the Board was looking to switch now and wanted the public to be able to vote on the 
issue. 
 
Kathy Jordan said that nobody has mentioned special education students and how their 
needs would be addressed.  She stated that PHS has nothing offer her special education 
child and, should he go there, he would most likely be place in a private special education 
program outside of PHS.  Ms. Jordan said that her son would be unable to navigate the 
trailers and the logistics of a schedule at PHS would not benefit him.  She said that DVRHS 
offers programs that would benefit her son and, most importantly, keep him in the district 
with his friends.  She said that Board works hard and has taken this issue very seriously.  
They are trying to do what is best. 
 
Ruby Buscart has children at PHS and one is a special education child who has done very 
well at PHS.  She said she would move out of Bloomsbury if they did not continue to send 
their students to PHS as it is a great school.  She said that the Board should stay with PHS. 
 
Alice Stone has a special education student who graduated from PHS.  It is a good school 
that provides a good education.  The town should have the opportunity to vote on a 
potential switch. 
 
Joseph Fagan is a recent graduate of PHS who stated that the clear majority opinion of 
those that have spoke this evening is to stay with PHS.  He said that high school is what 
you make of it and that statistics are not the entire story.  The feasibility was inconclusive 
with regard to clear choice and that the diversity and tradition at PHS are important factors.  
PHS provides “blue collar” classes and that stereotypes are not enough to base a decision 
on.   
 
Roberta Housell read about the feasibility study in the newspaper and felt that the study 
information was poorly disseminated to the town and that there was a lack of 
communication between the Board and the public.  She had a son that attended Hunterdon 
Central with the only thing he learned being how to use drugs.  PHS seems to do a good job 
based on the current students who spoke this evening.  She believes the Board needs to 
provide more information before making a decision.   
 
Marianne Treanor said that the Board is considering facts and not stereotypes.  She also 
said that the feasibility study presentation was advertised extensively. 
 
John Fasanello said that he was an educator at North Hunterdon for 30 years and that PHS 
will go out to bid in September to begin construction on the new high school building.  He 
said that he is surprised that PHS offers has much as it does and that it is a good school.  He 
does not see any advantage to switching to DVRHS and there is no need to change.  He 
wants the town afforded the opportunity to vote. 
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Dennis Kane said that he was aware of PHS when moved to Bloomsbury and that his 8th 
grade daughter is very excited to attend the high school.  He supported feasibility study and 
encouraged the Board to continue to seek out more information.  He has never heard a bad 
thing about PHS from any parents and he is not convinced that DVRHS is better.  He asked 
for additional clarification on the petition process. 
 
Paul Barger outlined the petition process steps. 
 
Martha Tersigni asked that the Board continue to gather information and to let the town 
vote on a switch. 
 
Terrance King stated that he was impressed with what the PHS students who spoke this 
evening have accomplished.  He felt that DVRHS might be a better option but that there 
many factors to consider.  He asked when the next BOE election was. 
 
Shawn McNulty said that he supported the feasibility study.   
 
The BOE took a break from 11:21pm to 11:29pm. 

 
V. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   

 
A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Kiersten Robbins, seconded by Marianne Treanor, to approve the following 
board affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.7; 
  

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voting in the affirmative with Marnie 
Carrick abstaining from 1.4 and 1.5, Kiersten Robbins abstaining from 1.1 and 
Marianne Treanor abstaining from 1.1. 

 
1.1 To approve the minutes of the July 10, 2012 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the minutes of the August 7, 2012 work session. 
1.3 To approve the minutes of the August 7, 2012 executive session. 
1.4 To approve the minutes of the August 14, 2012 regular meeting 
1.5 To approve the minutes of the August 14, 2012 executive session. 
1.6 To approve the submission and acceptance of the application for “No Child Left 

Behind” (NCLB) fiscal year 2013 in the following amounts: 
Title I Part A: Concentration, Targeted & EFIG   $ 12,381 

    Title II Part A:       $   2,914 
    Title II Part D:       $          0  
    Total Allocation       $ 15,295 
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1.7 To approve the second reading and adoption of policy 5350 Pupil Suicide Prevention.
 
B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick, seconded by Karyn Frey, to approve the following business 
affairs agenda item 2.1 through 2.3; 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 

2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 
monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of July 2012 
and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(c)4, the Board of Education certifies 
that as of July 31, 2012, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report and upon 
consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no major 
account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23A-16.10(a)1 and that sufficient 
funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 

2.2 To approve the September 11, 2012 current expense bill list for check numbers 13277 to 13317 
totaling $156,166.43. 

2.3 To enter into a joint transportation agreement with the Greenwich Township School District for 
the 2012-13 school year at a total annual cost of $1,545.20 with terms as presented. 

 
C. Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marianne Treanor, seconded by Kiersten Robbins, to approve the following 
personnel affairs agenda item 3.0 through 3.2;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
   

3.0 To approve moving Alane Borgstrom from a .8 FTE to a 1.0 FTE employee, effective 
9/12/12, for the purposes of BSI instruction. 

3.1 To appoint the following stipend positions per the current teacher’s contract: 
   Teacher in Charge  Lisa Arlotto 
   Yearbook   Lisa Arlotto 
   Yearbook   Ann Vitale 
   Homework Club  Rick Arlotto  
   504 Coordinator  Kathleen Barbee 
3.2  To approve a maternity leave of absence for Michelle Duerring tentatively beginning 12/12/12 

and ending 6/30/13, according to Article V of the “Agreement between the Bloomsbury Board 
of Education and the Bloomsbury Education Association”. 

    
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marianne Treanor, to approve the following school 
affairs agenda item 4.1 through 4.6;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
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4.1 To approve the following building use requests: 
• Scholastic Book Fairs from 9/24/12 to 9/27/12 from 3:00 pm to 4:00 pm on 

9/25/12 and from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm on 9/26/12 in the front hall. 
4.2 To approve a 2012-2013 tuition contract with the Warren County Technical School for two regular 

education students at an annual tuition rate of $2,218 per student for a total of $4,436. 
4.3 To approve a 2012-2013 tuition contract with the Warren County Technical School for one special 

education student at an annual tuition rate of $3,315. 
4.4 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 

• Karen Bolmarcich to the NJEA/NJPSA Teacher Evaluation Symposium on 9/20/12 in 
West Windsor, NJ.  Cost is mileage expense of $16.12 (52 miles @ $.31/mile) 

• Lisa Arlotto to the NJEA/NJPSA Teacher Evaluation Symposium on 9/20/12 in West 
Windsor, NJ.   

4.5 To approve the following field trips: 
• 4th grade to the State House, Old Barracks Museum and French & Indian War 

Exhibit on 4/12/13 in Trenton, NJ.   
4.6 To approve the following building use requests: 

i. Bloomsbury PTO on 10/17/12, 11/14/12, 12/19/12, 1/16/13, 2/20/13, 
3/20/13, 4/17/13 and 5/15/13 from 3:00 pm to 5:00 pm in the all-purpose and 
8th grade classroom for PTO meetings. 

ii. Bloomsbury PTO on 12/10/12 to 12/14/12 at a time TBD in the hallway for 
the children’s holiday gift buying. 

iii. Bloomsbury PTO on 12/20/12 at a time TBD in the all-purpose room for a 
holiday luncheon. 

iv. Bloomsbury PTO on 1/18/13 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm in the all-purpose 
room for a movie night. 

v. Bloomsbury PTO on 2/3/13 at a time TBD on the front sidewalk to sell soup. 
vi. Bloomsbury PTO on 2/22/13 from 6:00 pm to 10:00 pm in the all-purpose 

room and kitchen for Kid’s Bingo. 
vii. Bloomsbury PTO on 3/1/13, 3/8/13 and 3/14/13 from 7:00 pm to 9:00 pm in 

the all-purpose room for Variety Show rehearsal. 
viii. Bloomsbury PTO on 3/15/13 from 6:30 pm to 10:00 pm in the all-purpose 

room for the Variety Show. 
ix. Bloomsbury PTO on 4/19/13 from 6:00 pm to 11:00 pm in the all-purpose 

room for the Tricky Tray. 
x. Bloomsbury PTO on 5/6/13 to 5/10/13 in the teacher’s room for Teacher 

Appreciation Week. 
xi. Bloomsbury PTO on 6/10/13 from 8:15 am to 10:00 am on the front lawn for 

the clothing drive. 
xii. Bloomsbury PTO on a date TBD from 7:30 am to 8:45 am in the all-purpose 

room for the Early Bird Breakfast. 
 
VI. COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

Karyn Frey passed around a thank you card from Graziella Woodruff to the Board.   
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Karyn Frey said that the district had lost 16 students for the 2012-13 school year.  Each 
student was given an exit survey of which two have been returned to date. 
 
Phillipsburg Superintendent George Chando and Phillipsburg Board of Education 
President Kevin DeGerolamo sent a letter to the Board requesting an opportunity to come 
and address the members.  They are in the process of meeting with the Boards of 
Education for each of the sending districts.   

 
VII. PTO REPORT 

None  
 

VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
A.  Policy 

Karyn Frey asked the Board members if they had had the opportunity to review the 
Strauss Esmay website.  She asked that everyone please make time to do as it will be 
discussed at an upcoming meeting. 

 
C. Personnel 

Marianne Treanor referred to the Committee Report that had been distributed in the 
agenda packets.   

 
IX.  CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 

Mr. Purdy stated that there had been no HIB incidents since the previous Board 
meeting. 
 
Mr. Purdy said that Kathleen Nace, Tara Baranowski, Maria Halloran and he had met 
to discuss the organizational structure for the G&T program.  He reviewed the 
meeting’s summary that was disseminated to the Board.  Marnie Carrick thanked him 
for meeting with the individuals mentioned and for moving forward with the 
implementation of the G&T program.  She asked if the school’s website could include 
information on the program.   
 
Mr. Purdy said that the BSI program would be beginning shortly.   
 
Mr. Purdy stated that Tara Baranowski would act as the Ski Club advisor for the 2012-
13 school year.  Bloomsbury would again be partnering with the Holland Township 
School District for the purposes of the program. 
 
Mr. Purdy mentioned that the Raritan Valley Community College had requested that 
the district allow three students do observations at Bloomsbury. 

 
X. OLD AND NEW BUSINESS 

Marianne Treanor requested the Board schedule a public workshop meeting in the near 
future.  The Board agreed and decided to schedule a meeting on September 24th.    
 
Rebecca Petri brought up the possibility of old Board minutes being incorrect.   
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Karyn Frey stated the district needed substitute teachers.  In order to recruit more people, 
she asked if the Board would consider reimbursing potential candidates the cost of the 
fingerprinting each is required to have.  Reimbursement would be granted after the 
substitute worked more than five days in district.  The Board agreed.  

 
XI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

None 
 
XII. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:47 
p.m. on a motion by Karyn Frey, seconded by Rebecca Petri. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
 

Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  

 
19 


	I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS 
	Karyn Frey read the following statement:
	VIII. COMMITTEE REPORTS
	IX.  CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT
	XII. ADJOURNMENT

