
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – March 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved April 13, 2010 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Mike Galuppo called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Mike Galuppo read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in the Hunterdon County Democrat & The 
Express Times posting publicly and by notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and 
place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent       
President, Mike Galuppo      
Vice-President, Karyn Frey 
Marnie Carrick  
Catherine Foulk  
     
Others Present 
Mike Slattery, Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance led by February Super Student of the Month Matthew Bilas. 

 
II.    PRESENTATIONS: 

Greg Troxell, Phillipsburg High School Principal, met with the Board to discuss the new 
block schedule that the high school will be using next year.  He explained that the high 
school planned on changing from a standard block schedule to a rotating, four day version 
and gave examples of what a normal four day block would look like.  Phillipsburg is 
making this change as they feel that the new schedule is better suited to what is, in their 
opinion, the optimum class time to promote learning. 

 
III.  COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

Mr. Galuppo made mention of two letters included in the agenda packets from the 
Washington Township Public School District in Gloucester County, NJ asking the federal 
legislature to enact legislation to replenish the ARRA funding for the 2010-11 school year 
and the Hunterdon County Board of Chosen Freeholders encouraging school districts to 
support the Governor and his effort to provide tax relief.   
 

1 



BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes-March 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved April 13, 2010 
 

Mr. Galuppo said that the Board had received a letter from Marianne Treanor expressing 
interest in filling the open Board of Education seat made available by Robert Furnari’s 
resignation.  Mr. Galuppo thanked Mrs. Treanor for her interest and inquired as to why she 
would like to fill the open position.   
 
Mrs. Treanor explained that she wanted to get involved and that being a board member 
would allow her to better support the school.  She also felt that her educational background 
would provide her with an insight that might prove useful to the Board as a whole.  To 
further instill her enthusiasm, she stated that she would be willing to step down as a PTO 
member in order to serve on the Board if that action was so desired. 
 
Mrs. Frey explained to Mrs. Treanor that, in order to serve as a Board member, training 
requirements needed to be fulfilled and confirmed that she was aware and willing to abide 
by these requirements. 
 
Mrs. Carrick asked Mrs. Treanor what she thought the major issues were that the Board 
faced going forward.  Mrs. Treanor responded that she felt that the financial aspect of 
running the school and how it tied to property taxes along with a plan for the continual 
improvement of test scores would be two primary areas of focus. 
 
Mrs. Carrick also asked Mrs. Treanor’s views on the relationship the school board had 
with the public.  Mrs. Treanor said that it was her opinion that, in general, the public tends 
to be intimidated by the board meetings which is something she would like to help to 
change in order to get more community involvement. 

 
IV. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

Motion by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Karyn Frey, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 7:46 pm to 
discuss personnel issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

V. RECONVENE 
Motion by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Catherine Foulk, that the Board of Education 
returns to regular session at 7:54 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 
Upon returning from Executive Session, the following motion was introduced: 
 

Motion by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the appointment of 
Marianne Treanor to fill the vacant Board of Education seat to expire in April 2010. 

 
Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
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VI. PTO REPORT 
Marianne Treanor said the Applebee’s PTO event went well and thanked all of those that 
participated.   
 
She reported that the next two PTO meetings were scheduled for 3/17/10 and 4/14/10.   
 
Mrs. Treanor asked the Board to help with teacher appreciation day as has been past 
practice.  

 
VII.   COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Policy 
Karyn Frey led the discussion as the Board reviewed the following policies;  

6140 Curriculum Adoption 
- Catherine Foulk inquired as to whether this policy was being 

appropriately followed.   
6141 Curriculum Design/Development 
6141.2  Recognition of Religious Beliefs and Customs 
6142 Subject Fields 
6142.1  Family Life Education 
6142.2  English as a Second Language; Bilingual/Bicultural 
6142.4  Physical Education and Health 

- Catherine Foulk stated that the family life curriculum was 
incorporated into this.  

6142.6  Basic Skills 
 

C. Buildings and Grounds 
Marnie Carrick told the Board that the administration was still waiting to receive a third 
quote for the possibility of replacing the floor in the faculty room. 
 
Catherine Foulk said that the recycling notice included in the agenda packets should be 
forwarded to the town.  As this is handled through the township, Mrs. Frey asked that if 
the town had a more frequent pick-up recycling pick up would this benefit the school.  
The Board felt it would. 
 

D. Personnel 
Mr. Galuppo and Mrs. Carrick had begun the conducting contract discussions with the 
support staff.   
 
Mrs. Frey reminded the Board that the CSA evaluation was now online and expressed a 
desire for everyone to have completed the evaluation by April 1st.   
 

E. Public Relations 
Mr. Galuppo said that he would like more publicity for school events and fundraisers 
benefitting outside entities.  Mrs. Foulk volunteered to communicate these events to the 
Hunterdon County Democrat. 
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F. Education 

Mrs. Foulk discussed the Language Arts curriculum coordinator and the need for 
curriculum consistency between the sending districts students as they transition to the 
high school. 
 
Mrs. Frey stated that Bloomsbury students were having trouble with Spanish once they 
entered the high school as there is no background being provided at the elementary and 
middle school levels.  However, she has seen that the students have been very well 
prepared for the next level of history classes.  
 

VIII. CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that a date for the school’s public hearing would have to be 
established as soon as possible.   
 
Mr. Slattery mentioned the February 22nd budget meeting and reiterated that the tuition 
numbers for the high school had not yet been settled.  He reminded the Board to be 
mindful of the town’s recent reassessment and how it might play a role in tax rates. 
 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that New Jersey was not a finalist for the “Race To The 
Top” grant.   
 
Mr. Slattery said that the regionalization plan to be constructed by the County offices 
were due to the state on 3/15/10. 
 
Mr. Slattery informed the Board that the Paul Barger, the board’s attorney, had joined 
the law firm of Parker McCay. 
 
Mr. Slattery said that the Language Arts and Social Studies curricula are being 
reviewed in the articulation meetings. 
 
Mr. Slattery stated that Grandparent’s Day would be on 3/10/10 and would be coupled 
with the book fair. 
 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that the school’s allergy procedures were being revised and 
that the revisions would be on an upcoming agenda. 
 
Mr. Slattery said that the Work Family Connection had rescinded its fundraiser request. 
 
Mr. Slattery mentioned that 3/19/10 would be an in-service day for the teachers.  The 
school’s professional development plan would be prominently discussed and Mrs. 
Foulk would be in attendance.   
 
Mr. Slattery brought some last minute requests to the Board’s attention.  These included 
a cake sale for to raise money for eighth grade graduation, the development of an Arbor 
Day program and a request from the local Boy Scouts for the school to provide excused  
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absences for members to walk in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in New York City. 
 

IX.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
Michelle Evanowski thanked the Board for all of their efforts in running the school.  
She also thanked Mr. Slattery and Virginia Reagle, the school nurse, for meeting with 
her to discuss her son’s severe food allergies.  She felt the entire process was conducted 
impeccably.   
 
Mrs. Evanowski also supported the potential bake sale and stated that she did not think 
it would pose any allergy issues.   

 
X.  ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   

 
A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Catherine Foulk, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following 
board affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.5; 
  

Motion carried by roll call vote.  All members voting in the affirmative with 
Marianne Treanor abstaining from 1.1, 1.2, 1.3.   
 

1.1 To approve the minutes of the February 9, 2010 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the minutes of the February 9, 2010 executive session.   
1.3 To approve the minutes of the February 22, 2010 budget meeting. 
1.4 To approve revising the 2009-10 school year calendar by adding April 7-9 in order to 

make up snow days. 
1.5 To approve the revised 2010-11 school year calendar as presented.   
 
B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick, seconded by Catherine Foulk, to approve the following 
business affairs agenda items 2.1 through 2.3; 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 

monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of January 
2010 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education 
certifies that as of January 31, 2010, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no 
major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient 
funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 
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2.2 To approve the March 9, 2010 current expense bill list for check numbers 12009 to 12037 

totaling $198,498.03. 
2.3 To approve the Shared Services Agreement for Curriculum Coordinator in the amount of 

$1,000 with the Lopatcong Township Board of Education to review and revise the Language 
Arts curriculum.   

 
Mrs. Foulk asked if the curriculum coordinator would be overseeing all meetings.  She was 
informed that the coordinator would. 
 
Mr. Galuppo asked if the revisions were necessary now if Phillipsburg High School could 
potentially change theirs in the relatively near future.  Mr. Slattery explained the rationale behind 
the timeframe for the revisions. 
 
C. Consent Agenda Motion:  PERSONNEL AFFAIRS 
 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Catherine Foulk, to approve the following personnel 
affairs agenda items 3.0 through 3.2. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
3.0 To approve Laura Goodell as a teacher substitute for the 2009-10 school year. 
3.1 To approve Deb Kane as a teacher substitute for the 2010-11 school year.  
3.2 To approve Robert Miller, a student at Eastern University, to observe a secondary 

classroom to fulfill classroom observation assignments on March 25th and 26th.   
 
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Karyn Frey, to approve the following school affairs 
agenda items 4.1 through 4.3;  
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.  
 

4.1 To approve the following building use requests: 
i. BES PTO on 3/26/10 from 3:00 pm – 10:00 pm in the all-purpose room for 

Kids Bingo. 
ii. Fundraiser for Last Chance Ranch on 3/25/10 from 3:05pm – 4:30pm in two 

classrooms for Mathathon. 
iii. Bloomsbury Environmental Commission on the second Wednesday of every 

month beginning March 2010 from 7:00pm – 8:30pm in the library for 
public meetings.  

iv. Bloomsbury Fine Arts & Fine Crafts Festival on 3/11/10 in the 3rd grade 
classroom from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm. 
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4.2 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 

• Michael Slattery to the NJASA Regional School Leaders Summit on 3/15/10 in Hillside, 
NJ.  Cost is mileage reimbursement in the amount of $29.76 (96 miles @ $.31/mile). 

• Steven Weber to the Preventative Maintenance course on 3/10/10, 3/15/10, 3/17/10, 
3/22/10 and 3/24/10 in Sparta, NJ.  Cost is $478 registration fee and mileage 
reimbursement in the amount of $128.65 (83 miles/session for 5 sessions @ $.31/mile). 

4.3 To approve Jessica Andrew, an eighth grade student at Stroudsburg Middle School, to observe Lori 
Hartman’s 3rd grade class for one day between March 8-12 to fulfill a “shadow a profession” 
assignment as required per Ms. Andrew’s class. 

 
XI.  OLD AND NEW BUSINESS: 

Mrs. Frey mentioned that Thursday night, March 11th, would be a school boards workshop 
conducted. 
 

XII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Cheryl Weger asked what “Last Chance Ranch” was.  Mr. Slattery explained. 

 
XIII.  ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 
p.m. on a motion by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Catherine Foulk. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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