
BLOOMSBURY BOARD OF EDUCATION 
Regular Meeting Minutes – February 9, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. 

Approved March 9, 2010 
 
 
 
I.   INTRODUCTORY ITEMS  

CALL TO ORDER:  
President, Mike Galuppo called the meeting to order at 7:07 p.m. and asked everyone to 
please stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT: 
Mike Galuppo read the following statement: 
The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Act was enacted to insure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interests is either discussed or acted upon.  The Board has fully complied 
with the notice requirements by advertising in The Express Times posting publicly and by 
notifying the Municipal Clerk of the date, time and place of the meeting.   
 
ROLL CALL 
Present     Absent       
President, Mike Galuppo      
Vice-President, Karyn Frey 
Marnie Carrick  
Catherine Foulk 
Robert Furnari  
     
Others Present 
Mike Slattery, Chief School Administrator 
Tim Mantz, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 
 
Flag Salute – Pledge of Allegiance led by January Super Student of the Month Amanda Bilas. 

 
II.    PRESENTATIONS: 
 None 
 
III.  COMMUNICATIONS TO THE BOARD 

Mr. Galuppo made note of the letter from the BEA regarding the resolution of their 
grievance as well as the Peer to Peer update from Deb Hill-Whipple.  Mr. Galuppo also 
mentioned the thank you letter from Donna MacLennan. 
 
Mr. Galuppo sadly reported that Robert Furnari had submitted his letter of resignation for 
the Board’s approval.  Mr. Galuppo thanked Mr. Furnari for his time and service to the 
Board of Education.   
 

Robert Furnari left the meeting at 7:11 p.m. 
 

Mr. Galuppo said that the Shade Tree Foundation is interested in making a presentation at 
the school on Arbor Day. 
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IV. PTO REPORT 
Marianne Treanor told the Board that the PTO will be purchasing an archway for the 8th 
grade graduation ceremony.   
 
Ms. Treanor said that the PTO is currently running Gertrude Hawk and Yankee Candle 
fundraisers and reported that upcoming events included a Kids Bingo Night on 2/26/10 and 
a Dine to Donate dinner at Applebee’s on 3/3/10 where the school would receive 10% of 
all school related sales. 

 
V.    COMMITTEE REPORTS 

A. Policy 
Karyn Frey led the discussion as the Board reviewed the following policies;  

2255   Action Planning for T&E Certification 
6010 Goals & Objectives 

- Catherine Foulk inquired about the Phillipsburg High School 
graduation rate included in the policy and asked if this piece was 
worth having in the policy.  The Board felt that it showed 
cohesiveness with the high school and its goals. 

- Mike Galuppo asked how the 4th through 8th grade classes were 
able to demonstrate competency in world language.  Mr. Slattery 
said that there were required core curriculum standards relating to 
world language. 

6111 School Calendar 
6112 School Day 
6114 Emergencies and Disaster Preparedness 

- Mr. Slattery told the Board that this policy will be revised in 
November 2010 with regard to the number of fire drills specified. 

6115 Ceremonies and Observances 
- The Board reviewed the days that would be observed. 

6121 Non-discrimination/Affirmative Action 
- Mr. Galuppo questioned the wording of the policy where it 

referred to domestic partnership and not civil union.  The Board 
discussed the rationale behind the wording and would revise the 
policy to incorporate the civil union phrasing.   

6122 Articulation 
 

C. Buildings and Grounds 
Marnie Carrick told the Board that the administration was in the process of gathering 
quotes for the possibility of replacing the floor in the faculty room. 
 

D. Personnel 
Mr. Slattery reported that Mike Galuppo and Catherine Foulk would be attending the 
faculty meeting on 2/18 with discussion centering around the school’s professional 
development program. 
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Catherine Foulk commented on how teacher professional development is being handled 
at Phillipsburg High School. 
   

E. Public Relations 
Karyn Frey mentioned that there would be three open seats at the April election. 
 
Catherine Foulk reported that the Bloomsbury Town Council had introduced an 
ordinance to ban parking on the county route passing through town and that the mill 
would be rented as office space. 
 

F. Education 
Catherine Foulk requested a committee meeting to discuss coordinating the curriculum 
with the cluster.  Mr. Slattery commented that Stacey Skene was the Bloomsbury 
teacher representative at the cluster curriculum meetings and would be available to 
answer questions.   
 

VI.  CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that Phillipsburg High School principal Greg Troxell would 
be attending the March meeting to discuss the revised block schedule the high school 
would be implementing next year.   
 
Mr. Slattery relayed two potential school calendar issues to the Board.  The first being 
that, should the incoming snow storm result in school being closed for two days, he 
would suggest making one day up during spring break.  The second dealt with the 
2010-11 school year calendar.  As currently constructed, the week of the April 2011 
election would be Bloomsbury’s spring break.   
 
Mr. Slattery told the Board that he had been able to hear two different presentations by 
Janice Jenson with regard to the upcoming curriculum standard changes. 
 
Mr. Slattery said that the 8th grade class took it upon themselves to organize a 
fundraiser for those in need in Haiti and were able to raise over $700 for the cause. 
 
Mr. Slattery reviewed the process to fill the position left open by Mr. Furnari’s 
resignation.  He also announced that candidate packets for anyone interested in running 
for a Board seat at the election were available in the Board office.   
 

VII.  PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
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VIII. ACTION ITEMS:  Chief School Administrator’s Recommendations 
 

CONSENT AGENDA:  Matters listed within the consent agenda have been referred to 
members of the Board of Education and/or its standing committees, for reading and 
study, are considered to be routine and will be enacted by one motion.   

 
A. Consent Agenda Motion:  BOARD AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Catherine Foulk, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following 
board affairs agenda item 1.1 through 1.6; 
  

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote 
 

1.1 To approve the minutes of the January 12, 2010 regular meeting. 
1.2 To approve the minutes of the January 12, 2010 executive session.   
1.3 To accept the letter of resignation from Robert Furnari as Bloomsbury Board of 

Education member.   
1.4 To set the polling hours for the Annual School Election on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 

from 3:00 to 9:00 pm at the Bloomsbury Municipal Building. 
1.5 To approve the following resolution: 
 

WHEREAS, the development of a Truck Depot and Distribution Center is currently under 
consideration for placement and construction in Franklin Township; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed Truck Depot is to be built on a 191 acre tract of land, consisting of 
approximately six (6) warehouses measuring 1.44 million total square feet, paved roads and 
parking throughout the complex, an on-site septic system and individual wells and an 
estimated 1,500 parking spaces, including space for approximately 700 tractor-trailers; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed facility is bordered by State Route 173, a main thoroughfare 
through the Borough of Bloomsbury; and 
 
WHEREAS, a significant number of trucks, upwards of 500 to 1,000, per day are expected to 
utilize Route 173 to access the proposed facility; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education is concerned about the potential truck traffic that will 
impact Route 173 and the surrounding roads, and 
 
WHEREAS, the safety and security of the District's school children may potentially be 
compromised because of this increased traffic, as parents of our School Choice students and 
school buses must travel Route 173 to access the Bloomsbury Elementary School and would 
be at an increased risk of collision; and 
 
WHEREAS, the increased truck traffic will result in greater health risks for children and 
families in the district, due to pollution and exhaust; and 
 
WHEREAS, the proposed facility will greatly diminish groundwater recharge on this site, 
potentially impacting the availability of drinking water to residents of Bloomsbury Borough 
and the Musconetcong Valley; and  
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WHEREAS, loss of recharge on this site will negatively affect the quantity, quality, and 
temperature of the water in the Musconetcong River, thereby having a direct affect on aquatic 
life in the Musconetcong River; and  
 
WHEREAS, water that does get recharged on site will enter the aquifer after running across 
pavement that services 700 trucks per day, potentially contaminating both groundwater 
(drinking water) as well as the Musconetcong River itself; and  
 
WHEREAS, the proposal submits for storm water runoff to be collected in huge, lined 
retention basins on the site that will eventually release heated water into the two Category One 
streams and/or into the buffer of the Musconetcong, causing thermal pollution of the river, 
which will negatively affect aquatic life and violate the anti-degradation regulations that 
protect the river and its tributaries; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board of Education therefore believes that the construction of the proposed 
Truck Depot is not in the best interests of the District, its students or the citizens of 
Bloomsbury Borough; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education hereby urges the 
Franklin Township Town Council and Planning Board/Land Use Board to reject the 
application to build the Truck Depot; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education urges the Bloomsbury 
Borough Committee to adopt an analogous resolution to this one, in opposition to the 
proposed Truck Depot; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board of Education urges the Boards of Education 
of the towns surrounding Bloomsbury and the proposed Truck Depot, including Greenwich 
Township, to adopt an analogous resolution to this one; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Board Secretary shall provide a certified copy of 
this resolution to the Bloomsbury Boro Council, the Franklin Township Board of Education 
and our local legislators as well as the New Jersey Governor, the Commissioner of Education, 
our Township Committee, and the Boards of Education and Town Governing Bodies of the 
towns in the area surrounding the proposed Truck Depot. 

 
Karyn Frey pointed out the key issues on the truck stop resolution and the Board discussed the 
situation. 
 
1.6   To approve the filing of a waiver to exempt the Bloomsbury School District’s 

participation in the Special Education Medicaid Initiative (SEMI) due to the fact that the 
district projects an enrollment of less than 40 Medicaid eligible students. 
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B. Consent Agenda Motion:  BUSINESS AFFAIRS 
Motion made by Marnie Carrick, seconded by Mike Galuppo, to approve the following 
business affairs agenda items 2.0 through 2.4; 
 

Motion carried by unanimous roll call vote.   
 
2.0 To approve budget transfers in the amount of $11,890.99 as presented, noting that 

Commissioner approval was not required, as the year to date transfers on a cumulative basis do 
not exceed 10% pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:22-8.1 

2.1 To approve, on the recommendation of the Chief School Administrator, the acceptance of  the 
monthly financial reports of the Board Secretary and the Treasurer for the month of December 
2009 and further that, in compliance with NJAC 6A:23-2.11(c)4, the Board of Education 
certifies that as of December 31, 2009, after review of the secretary’s monthly financial report 
and upon consultation with the appropriate district officials, to the best of our knowledge, no 
major account has been over expended in violation of NJAC 6A:23-2.11(b) and that sufficient 
funds are available to meet the district’s financial obligations for the remainder of the fiscal 
year. 

2.2 To approve the February 9, 2010 current expense bill list for check number N1231 and 11940 
to 12008 totaling $234,993.39. 

2.3 To approve the following resolution: 
Alliance for Competitive Telecommunications (ACT) 

PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT FOR COOPERATIVE PURCHASING OF 
TELECOMMUNICATION SERVICES 

 
 The Bloomsbury Board of Education agrees to participate in the Alliance for Competitive 
Telecommunications with the Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission and the New 
Jersey Association of School Business Officials (NJASBO) for the period of July 1, 2010 to June 
30, 2012.  The Monmouth-Ocean Educational Services Commission shall be the lead Local 
Educational Agency (LEA) for this program.  All New Jersey School districts are invited to 
participate in the Alliance for Competitive Telecommunications, which is intended to fulfill 
the districts obligation under 18A:55-3. 
 
 The Board of Education shall provide the Commission with accurate data, i.e. telephone 
line numbers for each number included in the bid and any other appropriate information necessary 
for the development of bid specifications. 
 
 The Board of Education shall not solicit bids or enter into a contract that would jeopardize 
the award of a contract for cooperative telecommunication services by the Commission.  The 
Board shall abide by the award of contract made by the Commission.  The Board shall not 
withdraw from this agreement prior to June 30, 2012. 
 
 The Board understands that the services to be provided under this cooperative purchasing 
agreement will include dial tone/local calls (where available), regional toll calls, long distance toll 
calls and voice over internet protocol (VOIP) when such option is chosen by the participating 
district. 
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 All fees for the work of the Commission and the expenses of NJASBO will be 
incorporated into the price for services as provided by the successful vendor (s). 
 
2.4   To approve transportation contract number Q3-09/10 with Snyder Bus Co. in the amount 

of $350 for field trips as presented. 
 
D. Consent Agenda Motion:  School Affairs 
Motion made by Karyn Frey, seconded by Marnie Carrick, to approve the following school affairs 
agenda items 4.1 through 4.5;  
 

Motions 4.1, 4.2, 4.3 and 4.5 carried by unanimous roll call vote while motion 4.4 
did not by way of unanimous no vote.  

  
4.1 To approve the following building use requests: 

i. BES PTO on 3/5/10, 3/11/10 and 3/12/10 from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm in the all-
purpose room to practice for the Talent Show. 

ii. BES PTO on 2/25/10 from 7:00 pm – 9:00 pm in the all-purpose room for 
Variety Show practice. 

iii. CST/ESC on 2/17/10 from 6:00 pm – 8:00 pm in the library to present the 
summer program to second and third grade parents. 

iv. Greenwich Township Recreation Association from 2/1/10 - 3/27/10 on 
Mondays through Thursdays in the gym from 6:00pm – 8:00pm for 3 on 3 
youth basketball.   

v. 8th Grade Graduation Committee on 2/18/10 from 6:30pm – 8:30pm in the 
8th grade classroom to plan graduation. 

vi. Arts Fest on 2/25/10 from 7:00pm – 9:00pm in the library for an Arts Fest 
organization meeting. 

4.2 To approve the participation of Bloomsbury students in the Musconetcong Watershed Association’s 
Spring 2010 Watershed Education Program at a total cost of $130. 

4.3 To approve the attendance of staff members at the following conferences: 
• Sally Pulcini to the New Jersey First Grade Forum on 3/16/10 in Edison, NJ.  Cost is $150 

for registration and mileage reimbursement in the amount of $37.51 (121 miles @ 
$.31/mile). 

4.4 To approve course approval request for Virginia Reagle to take Public School Law during the Spring 
2010 semester in order to fulfill the requirements for obtaining the New Jersey School Nurse 
Certification. 

 
The Board discussed the validity of motion 4.4 and decided that since this was to obtain a certificate of 
eligibility and not a step towards completing a master’s degree, the Board was responsible for financing 
the course.  
 
4.5 To approve the following field trips: 

• 3rd Grade to Rollercoaster Derby “Phabulous Physics” show on 3/5/10 at the 
Mansfield Township Elementary School in Mansfield, NJ. 
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• 3rd Grade to the Quiet Valley Living Historical Farm on 6/11/10 in Stroudsburg, 
PA. 

 
IX.  OLD AND NEW BUSINESS: 

Catherine Foulk told the Board that the Bloomsbury Environmental Commission was 
experiencing difficulties finding a reliable space to meet and asked if the school might 
provide a meeting space on the second Wednesday of each month.  Mr. Slattery asked that 
she fill out a Building Use Request form on behalf of the commission. 
 
Mr. Slattery referred to the correspondence in the agenda packets regarding a kid’s art fair 
showcasing the student’s artwork.  The fair would be done professionally by an outside 
group free of charge.  However, the group would charge a fee should parents be interested 
in having a piece of their children’s artwork framed.  The Board felt that this indirectly put 
an obligation on the parents to purchase something and did not want to support any 
competition to the PTO’s efforts. 
 
Mr. Slattery said that he would be reaching out to the Board members via email in order to 
schedule a budget meeting towards the end of the month. 
 
Karyn Frey said that the CSA evaluations were now to be done electronically. 
 

X. PUBLIC COMMENT 
Matt Hall commented that he felt the resolution opposing the truck stop, motion 1.5, was 
very well done.   
 
Karyn Frey said that she was checking the legality of a petition and believes that one 
should be started.   
 

XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Motion by Mike Galuppo, second by Marnie Carrick, that be it  

RESOLVED, that the Board of Education adjourn to executive session at 7:58 pm to 
discuss personnel issues. 

Motion carried unanimous voice vote. 
 

XII. RECONVENE 
Motion by Mike Galuppo, second by Karyn Frey, that the Board of Education returns to 
regular session at 8:14 pm. 

Motion carried unanimous roll call vote. 
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XIII.   ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 
p.m. on a motion by Mike Galuppo, seconded by Karyn Frey. 
 

Motion carried by unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 

 
Respectfully submitted,    Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Tim Mantz      ______________________________ 
Board Secretary/B.A.      Board Member  
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